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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas Depression is a serious health problem that affects people of all ages.  It is important to understand the causes of the disease, and for people to seek the appropriate treatment if symptoms present themselves; and 
W

hereas Each year, almost 30,000 people die by suicide in the United States and 70 percent of those people give warning signs or tell someone about it in advance.  Friends and family members are often the best resources to prevent suicide; however, most people don’t know how to recognize the warning signs of suicide, where to get help, or how to help someone who may be at risk; and
W

hereas   Thursday, October 11, 2007 has been designated the 17th annual National Depression Screening Day, the theme of which is Stop a Suicide Today, focusing on the warning signs of depression and suicide, and showing people how to effectively intervene to help a loved one at risk; and
W

hereas National Depression Screening Day (NDSD) is an education and screening event conducted by hospitals, clinics, colleges, primary care offices, military installations and community groups across the country.  The program provides free, anonymous screening for depression, bipolar disorder, generalized anxiety disorder and posttraumatic stress disorder; and  
W

hereas The important goal of National Depression Screening Day is to create a non-threatening environment where symptoms of depression and other mental illnesses can be identified among our citizens, and through appropriate treatment, return them to happier and more productive lives,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 11th, 2007, to be
Massachusetts Depression Screening Day      
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this tenth day of October, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

