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· I want to thank you all for agreeing to be apart of this important group.  By bringing together a range of perspectives and experiences from law enforcement, community and faith groups, business leaders and others, we can ensure an intelligent, comprehensive approach to ending the cycles of violence in our commmunities.
· Today we mobilize together to put an end to this violence, here in Boston and all across our Commonwealth.  Today’s actions represent the first step in a far-reaching, long-term strategy focused on prevention, intervention, and enforcement.  We are getting tough, and cracking down hard to get and keep guns and violent criminals off of our streets. And we are getting smart, tackling the root causes of violent crime in our communities through better opportunities for young people and stronger partnerships all around.
· As I look around the table it is heartening to see so many friendly faces.  I’d like to give a special thanks to three people who will play key leadership roles on the Council.  

· First of all, I’d like to thank Secretary Burke for his on going leadership.  I’d like to thank Ben Clements, our General Counsel, for his ongoing work on behalf of the administration.  And finally, I’d like to thank the Attorney General for her willingness to join the Council and take on a leadership role.  The Attorney General has graciously offered to chair two subcommittees of the Council.

· As summer approaches and gun and gang violence in on the raise the needs of this Council and its work are increasingly apparent.  We face escalating cycles of violence.  That is not just in Boston and not just in the last few months.  This has been happening for years, in communities across the state.

· We face unique challenges in gun and gang violence, in keeping at-risk young people constructively involved in their communities; in keeping illegal firearms off our streets; and in ensuring that there is a strong connection between our criminal justice system and the communities it is designed to serve.
· Together, I know that we can make a difference for Massachusetts.   I want to be fully engaged and proactive in our work against crime and violence in our streets.  I am charging this council with helping me by bringing its expertise and collective wisdom to bear on our challenges, and advising me on the steps needed to bring lasting safety to our communities and our Commonwealth.  

· We are combining as many resources as we can to help our communities.  Because it will take much more than more money or programs or police on the street.  All of these things are important.  But fundamentally, we transform our communities one person at a time.  We encourage and foster safety neighborhood by neighborhood.  We stand up as a community to say that we will not allow any child to become trapped in a life without hope or a future.  This has to reach from the corner office, to the corner of your block.  
· I look forward to working with all of you.  Let’s get started.
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