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Good morning and thank you for that welcome.  We are here to celebrate a rich cultural exchange between our Commonwealth and the Autonomous Region of the Azores, an exchange that dates back to the early 18th century, when the first Azorean settlers arrived here in Massachusetts.  Since that time, our two cultures have developed a friendly and peaceful relationship that we make official today.
Our relationship is, at the core, about a shared understanding and an eagerness to strengthen economic and societal ties between the people of Massachusetts and the Azorean community both here and on that beautiful archipelago in the middle of the Atlantic ocean.    We have cemented our bonds on whaling and fishing boats in the waters off of Fall River and New Bedford and broken bread together after a day of work on farms in Hudson and Ludlow and in manufacturing plants in Taunton and Stoughton.  And as time passed, we learned to lean on each other for a vibrant exchange of academic knowledge and insight.  It is against that background of cooperation that we gather today to formalize our sister state relationship.

Indeed, the very origins of this idea are proof that our partnership is healthy.  On a trip to the Azores in February, political and educational leaders from Massachusetts and Rhode Island--many of whom are here with us today--met with President Cesar to discuss the opportunities for expanded economic and cultural exchange between the Commonwealth and the Azores.  During that visit, the President suggested we formalize our relationship, resulting in today’s agreement.  I applaud the members of the delegation and thank the President for his warm welcome for our emissaries and for his wise vision for our genuine collaboration.
I know that we will work closely with President Cesar and the Azorean community to promote bilateral trade, from promoting tourism and economic development initiatives to discussing the newest advances in oceanographic sciences.  And of course, we will work together in our schools and universities to ensure that both societies benefit from our unique educational opportunities.
While the Azores may be geographically small, the Azorean people are mighty in spirit.  I am delighted, right before we march in a parade that celebrates our common values, to join Massachusetts in this partnership between two peoples who share a history and a world vision of exploration, possibility and prosperity.    
Thank you again for including me.  It’s an honor to be with you.  
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