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Hello, and thank you all so much for having me here tonight.  I’m glad to be here among so many friends.  To Father Sullivan, Fred Laskey, Gary Sullivan and so many others who are associated with the Guild – you represent your cause and your constituents with grace and intelligence, and I’m proud for have your partnership and your counsel.

I’m especially thrilled to be here to celebrate an award named after a man who was a champion in our communities being given to a woman who is a champion for your cause.  
Father Boyle was a tireless advocate for working families in Massachusetts; his name carries with it profound weight and responsibility.  And Secretary Suzanne Bump is worthy of that responsibility, for she has carried that weight.  At the highest levels of our administration she has advocated for you and our working families agenda.  Suzanne, I join the Guild, your friends and your family in congratulating you on this well-earned achievement.
As you are all aware, we are in the midst of an economy the likes of which no one has seen since the 1930s.  And now as then, the pain of a recession is felt most directly by our workers and their families.  
So despite the challenges we’re facing we have not given up on you or our commitment to this working families agenda. Because, as is always, always, always the case: the fastest, smartest solution to our problem is to create good jobs at a good wages in every corner of the state.  We do that, and everything else falls into place.
That’s what our economic growth strategy is predicated upon, and why analysts now say that Massachusetts is positioned to recover from this recession faster and stronger than the rest of the nation. 

You see, I learned about the power of the labor movement early on.  It was my mother’s union job at the post office that stabilized our family when I was a child, giving us health insurance and financial security for the first time in my life.  
At its core, what that job did was pair economic growth with economic justice.  That is what motivates me.  Just as we can have no economic justice without economic growth, we cannot have economic growth without economic justice.  
And it was organized labor, more than any other institution, that civilized work in our country.  Everything from worker safety rules to child labor laws to the 8-hour day are now common expectations of decency for which the labor movement is responsible.  
That’s the idea at the core of the labor movement since its beginnings, and the idea that drives this administration’s labor agenda.
That’s why, as soon as we took office, we installed Secretary Bump, Director Noel, and their fabulous team at LWD, giving labor a voice and a seat at the Cabinet level for the first time in 16 years.
That’s why we’ve injected over $150 million of state and federal recovery funds into workforce development to prepare our workers for the jobs of today and tomorrow
, and why we have facilitated training and placement assistance for over half a million people through our 37 One-Stop Career Centers.  

That’s why we have included fair labor standards in the state’s economic development initiatives.
That’s why we signed Card Check legislation into law, and sent a letter in support of the Employee Free Choice Act to Congress.
That’s why, when the Hyatt tried to usher its employees out the back door, we came and banged on the front.  
And ultimately that is why you and your cause will always have a place at my table, a voice in my administration, and a champion by your side.  

Congratulations again to tonight’s award recipients.  Thank you.
� This refers to $56 million in state grants (Workforce Training Fund, etc.), $67 million in federal worker training funds and $30 million in youth jobs programs.
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