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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas On May 3rd, 1791, Poland adopted the first written liberal Constitution in Europe, thereby confirming Poland’s long-standing love of freedom, toleration, democracy and humanitarianism; and 
W

hereas Russia, Prussia, and Austria subsequently eliminated Poland from the map of Europe by the Partitions of 1793 and 1795, despite the valiant defense of Poland by its armed forces and civilian volunteers; and 
W

hereas Poles as a consequence only existed as subjects of Russia, Prussia, and Austria from 1795 to 1918, despite rising up unsuccessfully in major revolutions in 1830 and 1863; and 
W

hereas In 1918, upon the restoration of the Republic of Poland as an independent nation, May 3rd was adopted as a national holiday; and 
W

hereas In September 1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland and after World War II until 1989,  was under Soviet Russia rule as part of the Communist bloc countries of Eastern Europe; and 

W

hereas Today not only finds Poland free and democratic, a member of the European Union, an ally of the United States in NATO, and a loyal friend of our beloved Republic which includes some ten million American citizens of Polish descent, 230,000 of whom reside in the Commonwealth, but also marks the 216th anniversary of Poland’s Constitution of 1791, providing for all an opportunity to reflect on Poland’s long struggle to be free, 

N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 3rd, 2007, to be
Polish Constitution Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this nineteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

