[image: image1.jpg]@,mmunmealtb [ of Massacy

Usettg

4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas On November 28th,  1443, Albanian's legendary folk hero, Gjergj Kastrioti, known to many as Skanderbeg, first proclaimed the independence of Albania from the Ottoman Empire, and his armies successfully fought and held off much larger Ottoman forces for almost twenty-five years, and it was only after his death in 1468 that the Ottomans were finally able to invade Europe; and 
W

hereas On November 28th, 1912, the Balkan country of Albania proclaimed its independence after almost 500 years of Ottoman Turkish rule; and 


W

hereas With the continuing territorial demands of Greece, Serbia and Italy, Albania's new found sovereignty was short-lived; and
W

hereas One Good Friday, April 7th, 1939, the Albanian nation was invaded by Mussolini's Fascist Italy; and 
W

hereas In 1991, Albania and America resumed diplomatic relations after almost 50 years and on March 31st, 1992, Albania elected its first democratic government after almost five decades of Communist rule; and 
W

hereas Albanian Americans continue to be a vital part of the Commonwealth's rich diversity by contributing significantly to all aspects of daily life, including education, medicine, commerce, agriculture, public service and technology,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 28, 2012 to be,
Albanian Independence Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fifteenth day of November, in the year two thousand and twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

               





By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
