REGIONAL TALKING POINTS: WORCESTER

GENERAL

· We are glad to be here today to celebrate with you, because the change over of leadership is something that involves the entire state, and we should all join together in marking the occasion. 

· There has been concern in the past that the jurisdiction of the governor’s office ends just outside of Boston.  A lot of you, here and in regions across the state, told me that in my visits during the campaign. 

· I have not and will not forget your concerns.  Our statewide revitalization begins in our cities and towns.  It happens here in Worcester just as much as it happens in Boston, just as much as it happens in the Merrimack Valley or on the Cape. 
HISTORY AND CULTURE

· We know that you have a culture and history that will serve you in the days ahead:

· You are home to some of America’s oldest and finest cultural institutions that have seen great thinkers and artists like Emerson, Thoreau, and Mark Twain, and that you have a heritage of leadership and progress dating back to the American Revolution, through abolition, women’s suffrage, and into today.

TIM MURRAY

· I couldn’t be happier for Lieutenant Governor Timothy Murray.  As I’m sure you are aware, he is a gifted and compassionate leader, with an extraordinary ability to make policy into action and serve the best interests of his constituency. And now he brings his experience here in your city to the state level.

· There is no one better qualified to be a champion for our cities and towns in the coming years.  Together, we hope to transport the many successes here in Worcester to cities and towns that are struggling to grow and prosper in the face of many demands and few resources. 

REVITALIZATION

· This region is a model for possibilities all over the Commonwealth, and a beachhead for growth in Central and Western Mass.  

· Worcester represents what is best about our state.  Here we have the unique nexus of industrial, educational, historical and cultural circumstances that open wide the avenues for development.  

· You have a thriving tradition of innovation and economic leadership, a concentration of brainpower and venture capital, cultural attractions, open spaces, and remarkable people.  
· Looking at something like Gateway Park I see solutions that we can apply to projects across the state: Brownfields redevelopment, partnerships between education and the economy, capitalizing on growing industries like life sciences and biomedicine.
· I also commend you for building towards a future that does not require you to abandon your past.  Standing side-by-side with buildings like Mechanics Hall are places like Worcester Polytechnic and UMass Medical Center: State-of-the-art facilities for cutting-edge technology, education, and research.  
· This kind of harmony is exactly what we should work to create in communities all across Massachusetts.

GOVERNOR OF THE WHOLE STATE

· We are here not just to thank you, but to express our commitment to working for the entire state.  

· I am the Governor of all the people and places of Massachusetts.  Not just the ones who voted for me, and not just the areas that supported me in November, but everyone.  

· On that same token, I need your commitment to joining me.  I know that my work is important to you, but I want to make sure that you know how important your work is to me.

· To succeed, we will require coordination on all levels, and from all regions of the state.  We will need the help of Democrats and Republicans and Independents who concern themselves not with these labels, but with their contributions as citizens. 

