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Good morning and welcome to Boston.  We are thrilled to be hosting you.  I know you have a full agenda, so I will just offer some brief remarks about our commitment to wind power here in Massachusetts. 


We are at an historic moment.  In just a few days, representatives of 190 nations will convene in Copenhagen for the global climate conference.  It will be a landmark gathering, a chance for people of every background and belief to come together in a quest to meet the environmental challenge of our time.  Make no mistake, addressing climate change will require every ounce of our innovative spirit and every bit of our patience.  But it is a tremendous opportunity for action.  Each one of us -- as individuals, as companies and as governments -- each of us has a responsibility to act.  
There is no question that wind power is a central part of any plan to guide us to a clean energy future.  President Obama and Secretary Salazar have been discussing the potential of offshore wind energy as a leadership moment for the nation.  We can harness the gusts off the coasts of the United States and light our homes.  We can corral the squalls on the open water and fuel the creativity of the 21st century economy.  And we can do it all while respecting Mother Nature and minimizing the impact on our fragile ecosystems.
The advantage of offshore wind on the Atlantic coast is that it is close to population centers that need that energy resource.  That should make the cost of bringing wind energy to market lower than it would be from remote inland locations halfway across the country. 
But proximity to population centers is, in some ways, also our disadvantage, when it comes to onshore wind.  The Eastern seaboard is densely populated, especially along the coast. That makes it hard to site significant wind projects on the coastline, and even inland, in places like the Berkshires. To date, most large-scale wind development in the U.S. has been limited to deep forests and barren deserts. 

If we are to reach our energy and climate goals, we need to bring wind power closer to home. 

In that context, I need to sound a note of caution regarding discussions in Washington about federal policy on transmission, as it relates to wind power development.  A proposal put forward by the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee would give wind power from the Great Plains an unfair advantage in the form of free transmission over thousands of miles.  By contrast, offshore wind projects, which have higher construction costs but lower transmission costs to get power to load centers, would be put at a competitive disadvantage. 

I urge all of you here, understanding as you do the great potential of offshore wind to power our clean energy future, to support the Waxman-Markey framework on transmission as federal energy and climate legislation moves forward.
In Massachusetts, we want to be an international hub of wind energy.  We are pursuing legislation at the state level to reform wind siting, which would preserve environmental standards and respect local authority, but limit challenges by opponents to one review on the facts, and one appeal on the law.  The legal appeal would go to the highest court in the state.  The legislation does not guarantee that every project gets built, but it gives proponents certainty and timeliness in permitting decisions, a prerequisite for action. 

And there is a robust appetite for clean energy right now.  Two years ago, we set a goal of 2,000 MW of wind energy installed in the state by 2020.  By the end of next year, we will have increased the amount of wind energy tenfold from the day I took office, from 3 MW to more than 30 MW.  In solar energy, we depleted our $68 million solar rebate fund for businesses and homeowners in just 22 months.  But we still have a long way to go. 

Offshore wind is our greatest resource here in the Commonwealth.  We anticipate that 2/3 to 3/4 of our 2,000 MW goal will be offshore wind.  It is a national trend.  Secretary Salazar has identified offshore wind as a key to meeting our national wind-energy goals.    
But we have to move beyond blueprints and intentions.  In the effort to address climate change, our biggest enemy is time.  We need to move past the obstacles of delay, obfuscation and shortsightedness.  It is time for real progress.  As the President has said, we have a simple choice:  we can buy clean energy from the rest of the world or we can produce it here at home and reap the economic benefits that come with a vital new green economy.  
I bet you and I are of similar mind when it comes to that choice.  In Massachusetts, we need to begin with Cape Wind.  The wind farm in Nantucket Sound has received all the approvals it needs from the Commonwealth, and federal action has been promised by the end of the year.  Now, with Copenhagen around the corner, it is time to get on with it. 

Today, I am pleased to announce that Cape Wind and National Grid, our state’s largest investor-owned utility, have reached an Agreement in Principle to enter into a long-term contract.  Under the agreement, National Grid would purchase the power generated by the Cape Wind.  Once the details are worked out and reviewed by our public utility commission, this long-term contract will provide Cape Wind with a key piece of the financing puzzle and enable the project to move into construction and operation in time to qualify for federal incentives provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  These incentives will cut the project’s cost by 30 percent. 

As we cross the threshold from wishful thinking to reality, we have to answer some serious questions about what it takes to create an offshore wind industry.  We are developing a framework that anticipates tomorrow’s problems and delivers the long-term solutions up and down the East Coast.  Key components include:
· Research &Development: Offshore wind will require bigger, more reliable turbines than we have today.  In partnership with the National Renewable Energy Lab, and thanks to a $25 million federal recovery grant, Massachusetts is building a test facility for the large-scale (up to 90 meters) turbine blades necessary for efficient offshore wind generation.  American Superconductor, a Massachusetts-based firm, is developing a 10 MW wind turbine suitable for offshore use.  And, of course, we are home to world class universities and research institutions that will open new doors of discovery and innovation in the years ahead.
· Transmission:  Our national energy transmission infrastructure is focused on power plants bringing energy to consumers.  We need a new model for delivering clean energy to population centers, including off shore wind.  Soon, we will release a blueprint for an efficient offshore wind transmission system that will lay the foundation of growth in this field.
· Siting:  We need to be balanced.  There are multiple bottom lines, from the financial to the environmental.  We have introduced the nation’s first Ocean Management Plan governing renewable energy development of state waters.  The federal government has adopted elements of our ocean planning process, and is working with us to establish parameters for environmentally sensitive renewable energy development in federal waters off the Massachusetts coast.  Last week, we held the first meeting of the Massachusetts/MMS task force.

· Port: Every construction site needs a lay-down area. Offshore wind requires a deepwater port for onshore operations.  We are currently conducting an in-depth review of all our deep water ports to identify the optimal staging area for offshore wind energy construction. 

· Financing:  Through long-term contracts with electric utilities, we created an important new mechanism for wind energy financing.  We are seeing this mechanism in action with Cape Wind. 

This is a good start.  But states, businesses and governments need to collaborate on infrastructure, transmission, federal policy and other issues even as we compete vigorously for projects and jobs.  Because the simple reality is that we cannot afford to get this wrong.  Our children and our grandchildren are depending on us to get this right.  I, for one, am optimistic we will.  We have seen humanity meet enormous challenges too many times throughout history to think any different.  I look forward to working with you to make it happen.  Thank you for having me and have a great conference.
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