DRAFT STUMP – Jobs

· After a good education, the most important ingredient in the American Story is an opportunity to work.  I know that business, not government, creates jobs.  But I also know that government creates the conditions for robust economic growth.  

· So, we appointed a permitting ombudsman -- the first our state has ever had – to help businesses manage through the process of state approvals at the speed of business.  We cut approval time from two to three years to just six months for most new development projects, without sacrificing our environmental or other public interests.  

· We expanded the Massachusetts Office of Business Development, our state sales team, and worked closely with over 10 thousand (10,646) different firms from across the state and around the world on decisions to invest in Massachusetts.  

· By joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, launching our first-in-the-nation biofuels standards and groundbreaking green building guidelines, winning the national wind test blade facility, and supporting Cape Wind and other clean power projects, we are laying the groundwork to grow the clean technology sector to become one of the strongest growth industries in the Commonwealth and in the world.    

· Ten new movies were made here last year, providing new jobs for workers in our creative economy and bringing over $200 million in new economic activity to the Commonwealth.

· Our China mission produced sales agreements for Canton-based Organogenesis and the Massachusetts Medical Device Industry Council; the opening of the new Massachusetts Technology Center in Shanghai; research exchange agreements between the University of Massachusetts and the premier universities of China; and new nonstop air service from Boston to Beijing next year.
  

· And the Massachusetts economy is responding.  We created 22,000 
new jobs in 2007, and moved from 49th in job creation under the previous administration to 15th in the nation last year.  We now rank first in one national survey and second in another in economic competitiveness.   Massachusetts is on the move.

· And we are helping to extend that economic surge to new entrepreneurs as well.  By revitalizing our State Office of Minority and Women Business Assistance, we are connecting well-established companies with newly emerging entrepreneurs.  For example, Ada Alfonso of Alfonso Electrical Services, went from $150,000 in annual sales in 2006 to win a $5 million subcontract for work at a public university last year.  Massachusetts is on the move for emerging entrepreneurs and small businesses, too.
· There are 150,000 people looking for work in Massachusetts and over 90,000 vacancies – jobs that go unfilled because the people who need work don’t have the skills to do the jobs that are available.
· Poor people are in terrible shape.  And the middle class are one month away from being poor, and deeply anxious about it.  I understand that.  

· The path from where I was to where my children are today was not an easy one.  I understand what it means to wonder whether you can pay the heat and the rent in the same month.  I understand how debilitating it is to fear for your own and your loved ones personal safety.  I understand why parents in cities find it hard to dream about college for their kids, and parents in suburbs have nightmares about how to pay for college for theirs.  

· paperwork, who wants to concentrate on care but who has to concentrate on administering this broken system.
  

· For all those and others, I still believe that government – as an expression of the common interest and the common good – has a role to play, not in solving every problem in everybody’s life, but in helping people help themselves.  And I believe that an agenda based on schools, jobs and civic engagement is the way forward.  And so I ask you to join with me in partnership to accelerate that agenda in 2008.  

· On the jobs front, we can start by passing the Life Sciences Bill by the deadline we set for next month.  This is an opportunity to build on our strengths in a field that is growing rapidly in our state.  Not only can we advance human healing, but we can add another 250,000 jobs in the process.  
· We can take meaningful steps in clean energy by passing the Energy Bill.  Its new benchmarks 
in conservation, its emphasis on innovative technologies, the opportunity it offers to stabilize energy prices and create an engine for new jobs in one of the fastest growing sectors of our economy all recommend swift and favorable action in the Legislature.  We can do no less for the planet and the state.

· Let’s be both tough and smart on crime.  We proposed last year to limit firearms purchases to one gun per month and to end bulk purchasing altogether.  We also proposed to keep high-threat individuals off the streets with pre-trial detention for gun offenses, and to strengthen penalties for using a firearm in a crime of violence.   

We should be smart, too, by mandating post-release supervision and re-entry support for the 97% of inmates who return to society after serving their time.  Earlier this month, we put forth legislation to make the use and dissemination of criminal records information more sensible so that every offense does not act to disqualify people from every job ever after.  All of these measures await your action in the Legislature.  Let’s work together to pass an effective Anti-Crime Package this spring.

· Last year, the Legislature created a commission to recommend a strategy to end homelessness once and for all.  Under the leadership of Majority Leader Byron Rushing and Undersecretary for Housing Tina Brooks, the Commission has proposed a strategy to move from a system based on shelters to one based on permanent housing, to get an individual or family permanently back on their feet -- just like the Tacketts.  My budget funds their recommendations in full, and will save the state multiples in the long run.  Join us and let’s set ourselves on a course to bring a permanent end to homelessness in Massachusetts. 
· Let’s pass the Broadband Bill so that we can connect the whole state to the world of ideas and commerce, and jumpstart the economies in western and central Mass.  We’ve waited too long already for broadband expansion.  Let’s not wait any longer.

· Let’s pass the revenue proposals in the Municipal Partnership Act and give cities and towns the tools they need to keep property taxes down and provide the services our neighbors need.
· And with 20 thousand good permanent jobs, 30 thousand construction jobs, a $2 billion boost to our tourism industry, property tax relief for 1 million households, and a steady new revenue stream for cities, towns and the state all at stake, let’s work together to pass the proposal to license three Resort Casinos in Massachusetts.  

· There is great worry in the country about an economic recession.  It need not hit us hard, if it hits us at all.  Give us the tools -- the bond bills, life science and energy bills, the resort casino bill, the Municipal Partnership Act -- and we can build a hedge against recession, and keep Massachusetts on the move.
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