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Good Afternoon.  
Thank you, Kate.  And thank you to the Trial Court Honor Guard and to Court Officer Michael McLaughlin.  
Welcome, and thank you all for being here today to celebrate these extraordinary public servants.

I would like to extend a special welcome to all members of the judiciary and the court administration.  Also to the Governor’s Councilors and other elected and appointed officials joining us today.  [Kate will have acknowledged individual Governor’s Councilors, Speaker Robert DeLeo, U.S. Attorney Carmen Ortiz, Secretary of Public Safety and Security Andrea Cabral, Suffolk District Attorney Dan Conley, Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan, Boston City Councilor John Connolly, Boston Police Commissioner Ed Davis and any others who are present.]
Welcome to all my brothers and sisters at the Bar, and to all of you who have gathered here this afternoon to celebrate and honor these fine District Court judges.  

Most importantly, congratulations and a very special welcome to the families of these new judges.  You really deserve much of the credit for their success, and we all know they would not be here today without your love and support.  I always treasure the view I have from here of the faces of the judges’ families.  You know these new judges so well and you look on with a wonderful mixture of pride and surprise.  Welcome to all of you, and thank you for being here today.
REMARKS
This afternoon, I have the distinct pleasure of administering the ceremonial oath of office to five very fine judges now serving on the District Court.  As many of you know, I take these judicial appointments very seriously and work hard on the nominations with the help of my staff, the Judicial Nominating Commission and the Joint Bar Committee to be sure we get this right.  One of the most important constitutional duties I have as Governor is to nominate judges to serve in the many courthouses of this Commonwealth.  I am well aware that they will hold these important positions long after my time as Governor has passed.

The work of a District Court judge is extraordinarily and vitally important to our system of justice and to our communities.  Litigants walk into the District Court daily with problems, civil or criminal, that they often are facing for the first time, problems that are often very personal, stressful and potentially life-changing.  Despite the volume, variety and complexity of the cases, each and every District Court litigant deserves to be treated with respect and to be heard, and I emphasize heard, by judges who listen, and who are knowledgeable, fair and fully engaged.  We are blessed in this Commonwealth with many talented lawyers with excellent legal skills, but I look for something more than just the ability to apply the law to the facts.  I look for individuals with the temperament, dedication and compassion to be the best they can be for each and every litigant, on each and every case, from now until the day they retire.  I look for individuals who have demonstrated a keen understanding and appreciation of our sense of community and the importance of the rule of law.  Those of you who know these five individuals will agree that we got it right on these appointments.  The District Court and the people of the Commonwealth will be well served by them for many years to come.

Cathleen E. Campbell 
Cathi was a partner at the Boston firm of Schofield, Campbell & Connolly from 2006 until her appointment to the bench.  She developed an expertise in both criminal and civil litigation.  Prior to joining the firm, Cathi was a sole practitioner in Allston for seven years, an Assistant District Attorney in Essex County for three years and an Assistant General Counsel and Inmate Legal Services Attorney in the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department for four years.  Cathi also served as an adjunct professor and senior lecturer at Northeastern University teaching criminal law and related courses for 14 years.  She had a fine reputation as skilled attorney who was always an excellent advocate for her clients on a wide range of matters.  Cathi is described as a “shining star,” and all agree that she has the perfect disposition for the District Court bench.  Cathi is a graduate of Northeastern University and Northeastern University School of Law.
With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Cathleen E. Campbell as Associate Justice of the Cambridge District Court.
OATH

(

I, Cathleen E. Campbell, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.

I, Cathleen E. Campbell, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Cambridge District Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.
I, Cathleen E. Campbell, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
(
Ellen M. Caulo

 Ellen served as Deputy General Counsel in the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department from 2003 until her appointment to the bench.  She represented the Sheriff’s Department in litigation, administrative proceedings and arbitrations.  Before joining the Sheriff’s Office, Ellen worked for nine years as Director of the Prosecutor Program at Suffolk University Law School.  She also worked for seven years in the Middlesex and Suffolk District Attorney’s offices, prosecuting cases in District and Superior Courts, with a focus on child abuse cases.  In addition, she spent two years as Chief of the Industrial Accident Division of the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office.  In all of these positions, Ellen earned a reputation as a hard-working, fair and respectful advocate, and, perhaps even more important, as a “wonderful person.”  Ellen is a graduate of Boston College and Boston College Law School.  


With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Ellen M. Caulo as a Circuit Justice of the District Court.
OATH

(

I, Ellen M. Caulo, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.

I, Ellen M. Caulo, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Circuit Justice of the District Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.

I, Ellen M. Caulo, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

( 

Daniel C. Crane

Dan began his legal career in 1975 at Finn & Crane in Cambridge, where he maintained an active general and litigation practice there for 24 years, trying many cases to verdict in both state and federal courts.  From 1999 to 2006, he worked as Bar Counsel to the Massachusetts Board of Bar Overseers.  I am proud to say that Dan served in my administration, as Undersecretary for Consumer Affairs and Business Regulation at the Massachusetts Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development from 2007 to 2009.  From 2009 until his appointment to the bench, he served as a valued advisor to lawyers and firms on practice management, professional responsibility issues and ethics matters.  I know Dan to be not only extraordinarily bright and experienced, but also blessed with a perfect blend of maturity, integrity, common sense, confidence and humility that will serve him well on the District Court bench.  Dan is a graduate of Harvard College and Boston College Law School.  

With confidence and sincere appreciation for his service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Daniel C. Crane as Associate Justice of the Newton District Court.

OATH

(

I, Daniel C. Crane, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Daniel C. Crane, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Newton District Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Daniel C. Crane, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
Emily A. Karstetter

Emily was a sole practitioner in Boston focusing on criminal defense from 1998 until her judicial appointment.  She began her legal career in 1991 as an associate at the Cambridge firm of Bellotti & Barretto where she concentrated on insurance defense litigation and also handled criminal matters and business disputes.  She had an excellent reputation among judges and attorneys as a very intelligent and fair advocate, who was always willing to listen.  She was well known for her superior grasp of criminal law and practice.  Emily is a graduate of Wellesley College and New England School of Law.  
With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Emily A. Karstetter as Associate Justice of the Malden District Court.

OATH

(

I, Emily A. Kartstetter, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Emily A. Kartstetter, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Malden District Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Emily A. Karstetter, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
Matthew J. Machera

Matt was a sole practitioner in Chelsea from 2004 until his appointment to the District Court bench.  He focused on criminal defense, personal injury and administrative matters.  Matt also served as an Assistant District Attorney in Suffolk County for ten years, including two years as the Chief of the Safe Neighborhood Initiative Program.  Matt earned a reputation as a very bright, ethical and compassionate attorney with a strong criminal and civil background, who was always unfailingly courteous to all.  He is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and New England School of Law.  
With confidence and sincere appreciation for his service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Matthew J. Machera as Associate Justice of the Chelsea District Court.

OATH

(

I, Matthew J. Machera, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Matthew J. Machera, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Chelsea District Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Matthew J. Machera, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
PAGE  
1

