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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight but I wanted to extend my thanks and congratulations to the Crispus Attucks Children’s Center, as well as to all of tonight’s honorees, for the work that you do to make our communities better.  

All of you here this evening believe in a fundamental idea so central to education and the work of community children centers.  And that is, that early education is a public good and that every child deserves access to it.

Community early ed. centers play a vital role in not only each child’s success, but also our success as a Commonwealth. We know from academic research, from years of public policy and from our own experience as parents that investing in our children at a young age pays huge dividends for them and for our communities as a whole. 
Crispus Attucks center’s focus on educating the whole child, and involving families throughout, has given generations of people better lives.  
So, I would like to congratulate Lesley Christian, Flash Wiley, Mahalia Steele and the State Street Cooperation on their well-deserved honors this evening.  You have all worked so hard and so well for the Center and for all of us.  
Our Commonwealth is stronger because of what you all do.   
Thank you.  Many blessings for your continued success.  Have a wonderful evening.
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