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Thank you, President Mohler-Faria for that warm welcome and for hosting us at Bridgewater State today.  

I have a lot of occasions in this job to be introduced and usually it’s one of the rather nice things about being in public life.  One of my favorite introductions was by Doug Wilder, whom as you all should know was the first elected black governor in America – the former Governor of Virginia.

Governor Wilder introduced me at a breakfast a few years back and said, “You know, people make a big fuss about my being the first black governor in America.  Being the first doesn’t mean a thing unless there’s a second.” 

I love that introduction because it’s a call to action.  It’s not about saying, “Look how far we’ve come, isn’t that great?” It’s about saying, “Look where we need to go and against what measures we need to hold ourselves accountable,” “What are we doing for a generation to come?” 

This past year, we marked the 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington and Dr. King’s “I Have A Dream Speech.”  I have come over the years to read his writings and listen to his speeches (and oh, those are speeches to be listened to!), I am struck by how often he spoke of service, and what we are doing for the generation to come.  Like Christ himself, King understood servant leadership.  His was a model of selfless leadership, of humility, of “outwardness.”  The “Beloved Community” Dr. King envisioned, and helped us imagine, was a place where people took responsibility for each other, where we turned to each other rather than on each other.  As he put it: “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: ‘What are you doing for others?’” 

His emphasis was not on the service of people in public office; it was not about of volunteers alone – all of which is important.  Dr. King was about service not as what you do, but who you are. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]He said, “Everybody can serve. You don’t have to have a Ph.D. to serve.  You don’t have to be able to make your subject and your verb agree to serve ... You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.”        

 It’s the same question of generational responsibility that Dr. King was talking about, that Governor Wilder was talking about, “What are we supposed to do in our time to leave things better for those who come behind us?” “How do we, in our time, make the American dream within reach of a generation to come?” “How do we in our time, say in fact, no child is to be left behind?” “How do we in our time make it possible for the next generation to make it possible to get jobs, raise a family, live in peace and then think about the generation to come behind them?” 

We have made extraordinary progress in the fifty years since that speech, and there are many, many examples of that.  Some of you and many others will point to me and to President Obama as a couple of those examples and that’s absolutely undeniable – a thing to behold, a thing to remark upon when you consider that fifty years is not that long. 

But there is still much work ahead.  Income equality is getting worse.  We still have work to do to close the achievement gap among our students.  The reason that we should commemorate this month, and the anniversaries this past year held, is that it pricks our conscience today just as it did fifty years ago to look forward and think about what we must do to recommit to those ideals ensure that even more opportunities are passed on to the next generation.  Thank you.  I look forward to our discussion. 
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