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· For too long, government has ignored the pressing demands on our infrastructure.  But all of us here know intrinsically that we ignore these problems to our own detriment.  We were reminded of that last week, a year after tragedy in Minnesota.  But today, we reverse the trend of neglect and launch a new day of responsible and purposeful management of our bridges across the state.  

· This historic $3 billion, 8-year investment will accelerate repair of approximately 250-300 structurally deficient bridges.
· This investment in basic infrastructure creates the conditions for long term economic growth in communities across the State. These repairs will make our Commonwealth stronger and more attractive to businesses and their employees and families alike.
· This investment creates thousands of jobs, improves the safety of bridges across the State, and will save the Commonwealth an estimated $1.5 billion in inflation and deferred maintenance costs.  
· Without this program, the number of structurally deficient bridges would have INCREASED from 543 to nearly 700.  Instead, we will REDUCE the number of structurally deficient bridges by approximately 15% over the next eight years.
· The accelerated bridge program is affordable and fiscally responsible.  It is supported by $1.1 billion in federal grant anticipation notes and $1.9 billion in special obligation bonds, borrowing that is within the Commonwealth’s debt affordability policies.
· MassHighway and DCR are developing a plan to mobilize the engineering community and construction industry to move forward quickly in year one with first focus on badly needed preservation work on bridges while beginning design of larger, more complex bridge projects.  
· I know that the shadow cast by the Big Dig makes it imperative that we reestablish the public’s trust and earn their respect by being wise stewards of their money.  An experienced manager directly accountable to the Secretary of Transportation will provide responsible and transparent management of this program.
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