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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Mental illness is one of the leading causes of disabilities in the United States, affecting one out of every four families in America; and 
W

hereas According to the 1999 Surgeon General's Report on Mental Illness, more than 54,000,000 Americans have a mental disorder in any given year, although fewer than 8,000,000 seek treatment; and
W

hereas According to the same Surgeon General's Report, adult Caucasians who suffer from depression or an anxiety disorder are more likely to receive treatment than adult African Americans with the same disorders even though the disorders occur in both groups at about the same rate, when taking into account socioeconomic factors; and
W

hereas Nearly two-thirds of all people with a diagnosable mental illness do not seek mental health treatment due to stigma, lack of community-based resources, inadequate diagnosis, or no diagnosis; and
W

hereas A small percentage of African Americans receive mental health treatment, and a significant percentage refuse treatment or view mental health treatment as the `treatment of last resort', due to the stigma associated with mental illness; and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to build awareness of mental illness so that all people may receive adequate and appropriate treatment that will result in their becoming fully functioning members of society;
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim July 2009,  to be

Minority Mental Health Month 

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of July, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth  
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
