DRAFT
Governor Deval L. Patrick

Excel Initiative Press Announcement
New Bedford, MA
Friday, January 8, 2010
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (TBD)

Good morning and thank you for coming.  First I want to thank Congressman Frank for all his work on behalf of the people of New Bedford and the entire 4th Congressional District.  Thank you also to Mayor Lang and the local legislative delegation for your continued commitment and leadership to this city.  The Commonwealth needs New Bedford, and we are excited to keep working with you to help this city recognize its full potential on the road ahead.  We have made great strides together, but we can do more.  Today is a great example of that partnership.  

I want especially to acknowledge Bank of America for your generosity and, more importantly, your belief in the potential of the children of New Bedford.  
From the days of our founding, our mission in Massachusetts has always been to educate the next generation and give them a chance to pursue their own American Story.  The multi-year funding commitment to Excel New Bedford will breathe new life into the educational community of this city.  Seven schools will become community centers in the truest sense of the term, a place where people celebrate knowledge and partnership as members of a community.  Mentors will find a child to inspire, students can hone their math and reading skills, boys and girls can burn off their excess energy in sports and recreational activities.  These will be places of exciting learning, a springboard to new opportunity and proof that learning goes on long after the school day ends.  
Additionally, these centers will take some pressure off the working families who worry about what their kids are doing after school.  In a safe, supervised setting, the thirsty minds of New Bedford students can soak up new information, new skills and make new friends.  
For the mentors and tutors and coaches who will work here, remember the words of Benjamin Franklin who said, “Tell me and I forget.  Teach me and I remember.  Involve me and I learn.”  This is a chance to funnel your creative thoughts into your community, building bridges between generations and painting a fresh vision of better tomorrows with young people.  All of your efforts will strengthen your neighborhoods and bring new possibilities to children and their families around this jewel of the South Coast.  Thank you.  
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