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Good afternoon, and welcome to the People’s House, your house.  I’m very glad you’re here and I’m glad to be with all of you today to mark MIRA’S 20th anniversary of this occasion.  It’s so fitting that we celebrate our new immigrants as we mark a holiday about welcoming earlier immigrants to the New World.
All of us in this room recognize the vital presence and unique role that immigrants play in our lives and neighborhoods.  As we gather today, there are almost 1 million immigrants in Massachusetts.  Immigrants represent some 14 percent of our population, and fully 17 percent of our workforce.  And every day they enrich our culture and our economies and communities in some way.
They’re Dice K and David Ortiz at Fenway Park.  They’re more than half the science faculty across the river at MIT.  You are doctors and carpenters, academics and cooks.  You care for us, and by the way you fight for us – stand up soldier. You are our neighbors, contributing members of our community, and more often than not taxpayers. 
America is the only society in human history organized, not around a common language, or religion, or ethnicity, but around a handful of civic ideals.  We have defined those ideals over time and through struggle as equality, opportunity, and fair play.  For these ideals, we, the ‘Immigrant Nation,’ are the envy of the world. So not just to honor that proud legacy but to be true to it, we must both celebrate and integrate today’s immigrants into today’s society.
That’s why last year I launched our New Americans agenda, the first attempt to create a comprehensive, cohesive immigrant agenda in Massachusetts.  

Part of that initial executive order tasked our Advisory Council to develop a set of recommendations for a state strategy of inclusion. Now, I should have said develop a small set of recommendations. 131 recommendations is what they have produced.
Over the past year, the Council, including many of you here, has aggressively pursued this goal, engaging stakeholders from across government, nonprofits, and communities, people who always participate in civic life, or never participate in civic life, by reaching out and asking everyone to let their voice and their perspectives be heard. That strategy included holding public forums in Chelsea, Hyannis, New Bedford, Lowell, Springfield, and Fitchburg, drawing more than 1,200 people into multi-lingual policy discussions.  It also involved engaging in extensive dialogue with state and local elected officials, school administrators, police chiefs, parents and young people across the state.  The approach itself has gained national attention.
So, I want to thank you for your final report and findings.  You’ve have given us, like I said, over 130 thoughtful recommendations in several areas, among them: basic and advanced education, public safety, language proficiency, access to state services, and protection from discrimination.
Recommendations of particular importance include establishment of a firm policy against racial, ethnic and religious profiling, and elimination of the current backlog of ESL classes, an issue our administration has already begun to address.
And before we go any further, I want to thank all of the people who made today’s announcement possible.

First of all, to MIRA: I can’t think of a more capable or effective advocate for our immigrants.  This report would not have been possible without your tenacity and assistance, and state policy – and therefore lives – will be better for it. Thank you.
To all of the members of the Advisory Council, in particular Co-Chairs Eva Millona, Westy Egmont and ORI Director Richard Chacón – thank you so very much.  Immigration policy tends to be one of those electric issues, often used to divide us, often used to strengthen people, and with the leadership of these chairs, who brought insight, resolve, and grace to the task. That is what brought us a report of this as well, challenging and always important, and you have addressed it with grace, seriousness and diligence.
I also want to thank the thousands who shared your feedback and wisdom with us, at the forums, at the online site or at one of dozens of other events around the state.  The strength of this report depended upon your partnership and input and the fact that it was so broad and insightful.
Now to take the next steps:  I will be charging the executive agencies to develop our Action Plan within 90 days, to implement these recommendations. 
This Action Plan will identify those recommendations that the state can and should start to implement, and include a timeline and checklist for implementation so that you can follow and participate in our progress.  In developing this Action Plan, we remain committed to keeping the lines of communication open by this process to remain open so that we continue to adjust and define as we go forward. 
I’m sure that attention over the coming days will be drawn to just a few of the recommendations, because that’s the way these things work. I told you this work is sometimes electric.  In-state tuition, which I have long supported, or drivers’ licenses for undocumented residents are regular and predictable flash points.  But you need to remember and have a talk with your neighbors. You need to encourage them to prevent it: there is a context here of over 130 different ways to show a sense of welcome and create a sense of integration for one out of five members of our community, and they relay them to each other. So I encourage you not to be drawn into the usual thing where we pick the couple of things that we know will drive everyone’s blood pressure up, and not deal with that whole that whole controversy. Because if we are about creating a successful Commonwealth-wide community, we have to be aware and ask others for a set of shared values - the same civic ideals that distinguish us from nations all around the world. 
All of these recommendations are important – from combating domestic violence to developing community policing models – and it does a disservice to both immigrants and the general public when we taper our focus down to one or two pieces of the overall strategy.
At the same time, the Obama administration is preparing to pursue federal immigration reform early next year.  As a result, we must be prepared for a long overdue national conversation on immigration.  By developing and discussing our own comprehensive plans today, we will be ideally situated to respond to and partner with federal efforts.
So I don’t have to tell you that our work is by no means done.  Think of this point as the end of the beginning.  We’re on our way, thanks to this report and the good work of the GAC. And we’re on our way together.

God bless you all. Happy Thanksgiving and happy 20th anniversary.
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