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Hi, I’m Governor Patrick.


I apologize that I can’t be with you this evening but I wanted 


to applaud you for your $8 million Campaign for Dorchester 

House, which will allow for the expansion and extensive 

renovation of your current facility to meet the community’s health 

service needs.  I would also like to congratulate you on marking a 

milestone in your 127 year history as you rebrand your health 

center. 

I also want to say how humbled I am to be the recipient of 

your “Most Distinguished Award” this evening. 
In my eight years as Governor, "health care reform" -- the 

broad phrase we all use to sweep in everything from access to 

affordable insurance to cost containment to changes in the 

delivery system -- has been about improving the health of the 

people of the Commonwealth.  
Access to affordable care gives peace of mind and economic 

security to working people and families; increases productivity for 

large and small employers alike; creates jobs and contributes to 

the strength of the Massachusetts economy.  That's why we in 

Massachusetts believe that health is a public good, an expression 

of the kind of community and Commonwealth we are.
This central value motivated a broad coalition of medical, 

business, consumer and labor leaders, caregivers and patient 

advocates, legislators and policy makers to come together to 

invent health care reform in Massachusetts 8 years ago and then, 

just as importantly, to stick together to refine it as we moved 

forward. 
We successfully implemented the 2006 health care reform 

law, and today virtually every resident in the Commonwealth is 

insured.  More private companies offer insurance to their 

employees than ever before.  Over 90 percent of our residents 

have a primary care physician.  Primary care is less likely to be 

delivered in expensive emergency rooms.  Preventive care is up. 

Health disparities are down among women, minorities and low-

income people.  Most importantly, on many measures, we are 

healthier.  

Thank you for the work you do.  Have a great evening. 
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