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· I just wanted to stop by and congratulate all of you for your election to Boys State.  This is an honor and a valuable experience – one that makes possible all kinds of achievements.  I’m betting most of you have seen the photograph of a Bill Clinton at about your age, shaking hands with President Kennedy at Boys Nation in DC and I hope that you see in that picture your own potential.  
· By earning a spot here, you have opened a path towards a number of new opportunities.  You are going to walk away from here with a perspective that will be a valuable guide for you in the years to come.  
· I am proud of all of you for taking part in that.  And I am heartened to see that at your young age you are taking an interest in engaged, active citizenship, and seeing your role in the communities around you.
· With everything that you learn here about procedure and policy, I want you to remember that government work is not just about building a list of programs and allocating tax dollars responsibly.  Government has to be the best of who we are and what we have to offer, because ultimately it is about something far more essential and sustaining: restoring a sense of community.  
· Some of you know I grew up on the South Side of Chicago, a place where every child was under the jurisdiction of every single adult on the block.  If you messed up down the street in front of Ms. Jones, she would straighten you out like you were hers.  And then call home so you got it two times.
· What I’m telling you is that the adults in our lives treated us like they had a stake in us.  And they taught us to understand that being a community meant understanding the stake you have not just in your own dreams and your own struggles, but in your neighbor’s as well.
· We can – you can – help people to help themselves by showing them that there are others who care, a community around them, and asking them to see their role in that.  That gives them a reason to hope, and something to work towards. 
· Because there is a great deal of work yet to do.  In the time between now and the days when you are making the decisions, the issues and the politics will change.  President Kennedy couldn’t have possibly known what the young man shaking his hand would face when he became President Clinton.  And it is next to impossible for me to tell you what lies in store for you.  

· But what I know will remain constant and guide you in whatever challenges you face is the help of the community around you.  Make the most of the opportunity to be here, so that you are prepared, in your later life, to help expand this kind of opportunity to more and more people.  Congratulations and thank you very much.
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