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Thank you all for being here to celebrate the latest example of our commitment to grow our 21st century economy, create jobs and revitalize public higher ed in the Commonwealth.  
Since our administration took office, partnering with the UMass system has been a top priority.  We’ve helped UMass Boston purchase the Bayside Expo Center and expedite construction of the forthcoming Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the U.S. Senate.  With our help, UMass Medical broke ground on their new $400 million Albert Sherman life science center.  And in February, we helped the UMass system acquire the Southern New England School of Law and finally launch a public law school in the Commonwealth.  
Today, we’re here to break ground on the first new academic building on this campus in 30 years. 

Since its inception as the Lowell Textile School in 1895, UMass Lowell has been known the nation-over as a hub of innovation and a center of industry research.  The new Emerging Technologies Center continues that proud tradition.  

And not only will this serve as a hub for teaching and scholarship, but it also will be a hub of economic development for this region and beyond.  Indeed, construction alone is creating 130 construction jobs right now.

This project is a perfect illustration of why this administration supports the 2006 Economic Investment Act, and I want to commend everyone who has worked so hard to secure those and other funds and accelerate these projects – Senator Panagiotakos and the Lowell delegation at the State House, as well as Rep. Tsongas, Senator Kerry and all of the members the federal delegation for their leadership.  

And finally, to Chancellor Meehan: Just like Massachusetts as a whole, UMass Lowell is on the move, and I am so thankful for your leadership on campus and in public higher ed in our Commonwealth. 

Thank you, and congratulations.
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