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Good morning.  Thank you Congressman Kennedy for that kind introduction and for your active, effective and personal engagement on the STEM Council. You and Dr. Leiden bring just the right leadership at just the right time. I also want to acknowledge the presence this morning of former Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray. Tim’s laser-like focus on STEM education during his time in office made all the difference. 

Thank you for being here today and for all your great work to support STEM initiatives. This is a critical piece of what makes our innovation ecosystem in Massachusetts thrive, and it’s clear you get that because everybody’s here: business leaders and members of my cabinet, university leaders and high school teachers, policy makers and small manufacturers.

The sheer increase in number of people who attend the Summit each year is a great statement on the importance of these issues. At over 1,300 attendees this morning, this conference is more than twice the size it was eight years ago. Indeed, our STEM Initiative has earned national recognition as a model for how government, academia, nonprofits and industry can and should collaborate to meet a critical educational and workforce challenge.  

Special thanks to the STEM Advisory Council. When I convened the council five years ago, I charged it to coordinate the 1,000-plus STEM actions occurring in the state and to create the state’s first ever strategic plan to transform STEM education from Pre-K through workforce training.

And five years later, the STEM Advisory Council has helped us increase the quality and quantity of workers in the STEM pipeline to fill the jobs being created now and in the future.  

We have the state’s first ever STEM plan with five clear goals developed and supported by industry and academia.

We have better aligned education and workforce development by engaging our quasi-public agencies focused on innovation, life sciences and clean tech.  

We have linked our STEM efforts to the Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative, the Career Vocational-Technical initiatives and over cybersecurity efforts.  And we have senior staff that straddle multiple agencies to ensure we are tying it all together.

We have made quantifiable progress. Since 2009 we have seen a 5.5 percent increase in the percentage of high school seniors planning a career in a STEM-related field – more than halfway to the goal in STEM Plan 2.0.

We have funded the first STEM Teachers Corps and the STEM Starter Academies, a collaboration of all 15 public community colleges to inform, engage, recruit, retain and graduate significantly more students through STEM pathway programs that lead to job placement or transfer to a university’s STEM program.  

I am especially excited about the @Scale Initiative. This, as you know, is about identifying programs that work and bringing them quickly to scale. We have funded our “@Scale Initiative” with the requirements of a three to one match from industry.  @Scale has touched more than 8,000 students and 220 teachers.  This year, the Commonwealth will be putting in $750,000 from the STEM Pipeline Fund to support the next phase of @Scale.  We are again looking to industry to pitch in. 

I mention all of this at today’s Summit, because I think it's important to acknowledge all that we have accomplished together, and to thank the forty original STEM Council members for their effectiveness. Great work! 

Everyone knows we have more to do. Whether in a room with early educators, K-12 teachers and higher ed leadership, with economic development organizations, health care and life sciences industry leaders – I hear about the urgent need to grow our science, technology, engineering and math talent. Just this week I read news reports of studies that predict a dire shortage of skilled workers in the future unless we pick up the pace today. So, I urge you to keep pushing. 
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At the suggestion of our Task Force on women in the workplace, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department of Higher Education will track the courses girls take in K-12 and in college to better understand why girls who excel at math and science in high school end up leaving these fields later. Use that data to inform good policy. 
 
 On the same group’s recommendation, the Commonwealth will partner with the New England Girls Collaborative and the national “Million Women Mentors” project to match up women in STEM fields with girls and young professionals interested in a mentor.  
 
The New England Girls Collaborative is also kicking off a campaign to sign up 10,000 mentors in MA. Take a minute today and speak to the Collaborative – they are set up at a table here at the Summit.  

Sustaining and widening Massachusetts’ leadership in STEM is in our collective economic self-interest. It is also our generational responsibility to provide the best possible opportunities to stimulate the minds and broaden the potential of our children and grandchildren.  
	
That’s our goal and I thank you again for the work you do to further it.  Now, by video, I would like to introduce Nathan Han, a student from Boston Latin High School and winner of the 2014 Gordon E. Moore Award at Intel’s International Science and Engineering Fair.  
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