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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas   Katharine Lee Bates, prolific writer and educator, was born in Falmouth, Massachusetts on August 12th, 1859; and  
W

hereas After the death of her father, the Bates family moved from Falmouth to Wellesley. She graduated from Newton High School and Wellesley High School. Bates earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1880 from Wellesley College, and was president of the college's second graduating class; and 
W

hereas Upon graduating from Wellesley College, she taught English Literature at Natick High School and Dana Hall. In 1885, she became an instructor at Wellesley College and by 1891 she was a full professor and head of the English Literature Department, a post she would hold until 1920; and 
W

hereas In the summer of 1893, after a rough journey up Pike’s Peak in Colorado Springs, Bates was overwhelmed by the beauty she found at the top of the mountain. Inspired, she wrote the words of America the Beautiful.  First published in The Congregationalist on July 4th, 1895, America the Beautiful was later published in the Boston Evening Transcript nine years later and was instantly embraced by the public; and 
W

hereas Bates popularized Mrs. Claus in her poem Goody Santa Claus on a Sleigh Ride from the collection Sunshine and other Verses for Children in 1889; and 
W

hereas On the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of her birth, we remember Katharine Bates who captured the wonder and grandeur of our country. Her words continue to stir and inspire us, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 12th,  2009, to be
Katharine Lee Bates Day   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twentieth day of July, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth       
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
