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Good afternoon and thank you for having me.  I just want to say a quick congratulations to all the award recipients here today.  As I travel the Commonwealth, I see examples of what it means to be a member of a community all the time.  Sometimes, it is obvious, sometimes it is anonymous, but it is always beautiful.  The work you are doing here in Berkshire County is some of the most important and most optimistic work I have seen.  This is about expanding opportunity to all our neighbors.  It is about standing on a foundation of common ground rather than staring across chasms of artificial differences.  


And I am particularly impressed that you focus so much of your energy on young people.  By demonstrating to the next generation the importance of tolerance, you help make our communities stronger for tomorrow.  Each time you stress inclusion and celebrate diverse backgrounds, you bring us closer as members of this Commonwealth, and for that, I am proud of what you have accomplished.  Thank you so much for letting me share a little bit of your holiday weekend with you.  Keep up the good work.     
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