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Thank you all for being here.  This announcement is a picture of collaboration.  Local, state and federal officials have come together to offer the forward thinking, long-term solutions that have a lasting impact in our communities.  I want to thank Secretary Donovan for coming to Massachusetts and for his leadership and vision in the Administration.  You are a terrific partner and another example of how our Commonwealth’s priorities dovetail with the President’s agenda for the nation.  It is also a pleasure to join Congressman Frank whose friendship and leadership continue to help the South Coast and the state move forward.  Thank you, Congressman, for hosting us here today.


I want to thank Mayor Lang for his leadership on new energy measures in this great city.  With his imaginative proposals, New Bedford will be a role model for municipalities all across Massachusetts.  


The $1.5 million in federal recovery funds for this project will help the New Bedford Housing Authority develop energy efficiency standards for the 21st century.  At a time when the call for action on global climate change is as urgent as it has ever been, this project will help this community lead by example.  Instead of indifference, we are answering that call with the innovative ideas that are this state’s calling card.  These are the seeds we are planting all across the state, leading our cities and towns to a clean energy future. Under our landmark Green Communities Act legislation and our first in the nation new Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard, we are ushering in new cogeneration development and reducing energy waste, costs and greenhouse gas emissions.  Our opportunity in Massachusetts is to invent and market the clean energy solutions to the world, and this is a perfect place to take the next step on that journey.  By 2020, the Commonwealth’s electricity providers will meet 5% of their 2020 electric supply with cogeneration and other specified resources.  I am glad to see that taking root right here today.

The 75kW cogeneration unit in this facility will enable the New Bedford Housing Authority to generate the same amount of energy for heat and electric power while using 50 percent less fuel than before.  It will help an anchor of this community, the YMCA, reduce its natural gas hot water costs and reduce its carbon footprint.  In a time when the fiscal challenges are so pronounced, this project will do right by the planet and by the pocketbook.

This is not just a good economic investment; it is an investment in our shared values.  Congressman Frank really put it best when he said that government is what we decide to do together.  This is an example of government and the communities it serves working as one to move us all forward.  Thank you again for being here.
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