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It is good to be back here with you in MetroWest.  Thank you for the warm welcome.  I want to say how impressed and I am with the two decades of service that this organization has given to this area.  And I have high hopes for the next two decades and beyond based on what I have seen so far today.  
I also want to say how touched I am with the dedication you have all made to the memory of Representative Deb Blumer.  I am honored to be asked to share that with you. 
Deb was one of our earliest and hardest working supporters during the campaign.  She was out working hard for us every single day.  I would often see her out at events holding signs and talking to people.  She used to come in and phone bank every Monday and after she passed, her son Adam came in every Monday to take her place.   

Somehow she managed to balance all of that with her work on behalf of the district she loved, and her life with her family.  But I think she was able to strike that balance because she saw the benefits of engaging with people and creating an active, inclusive process.  She saw that changing politics as usual and going right to the people was work on behalf of her district, and was part of her life with her family.  She could see that, whether we won or lost, we were making a difference in the Commonwealth.
Those who supported our campaign came because they saw an expansive and energized community -- others like them, who were willing to step up and commit to making a difference.  There was and still is a hunger for that above all, all over the state. 

We have a vision for a different, more vibrant, prosperous and inclusive Massachusetts, a Commonwealth focused on long-term solutions, on fairness and balance, on our shared responsibility and our shared prosperity. 

We have a vision of a Massachusetts where good jobs at good wages are plentiful in every region of the state, where clean energy technology, stem cell research/life sciences and nanotechnology have grown in global prominence alongside our leadership in medicine, IT and financial services.

We have a vision of a Massachusetts where every child has access to world class education, education about the whole child –not just success on a standardized test – with early education opportunities, smaller class sizes, longer school days, after-school and enrichment programs, and an emphasis on math, science, engineering and creativity of every kind.
And we have a vision of a Massachusetts where health care is genuinely universal, with an emphasis on prevention, and at a price everyone could afford.  

That vision is what Deb Blumer worked for, and what she has inspired all of us to reach for.  Her memory has refreshed our knowledge of a bedrock democratic principal.  To make any difference in our common realities, the people must see their stake again in their neighbors’ dreams and struggles, as well as their own.  

Civic Engagement is powerful. Energized Civic Engagement is what lifted me into the Governor’s Office to begin with, and I could not be here without the work and support of thousands of people that stepped up and reached out to take their government back. Together we built a movement that reached from the corner of every neighborhood block to the corner office itself.  Our administration is committed to bring people into civic life and asking them to take part.  We have already made some significant strides towards building Civic Engagement into the everyday operations of our government.

One of our early initiatives was The Commonwealth Corps legislation that we developed with Senator Pacheco and Representative Haddad.  In its first year the Commonwealth Corps will challenge 250 Massachusetts citizens of all ages and backgrounds to give a year of service in our shared community, and to help find solutions to our unmet needs. We hope to grow this program to as many as 1,000 members or more in the next several years. 
The idea is to make a more structured way available for graduating students, for mid career professionals, or for retired seniors to come back and contribute to making all of our communities stronger.

Added to that will be service learning opportunities included into our state Higher Ed curriculum. The Commonwealth Student Corps, beginning as a pilot program in about five public schools across the state will be based in 2 and 4 year colleges and provide students with avenues for volunteerism within fields of study like environmental science, healthcare and education, to name just a couple.

I also signed earlier this year an Executive Order to facilitate greater volunteer opportunities for state employees. Under previous rules state employees were given one paid work day a month to participate in the state’s Mentoring and School Volunteer Program, a very good idea. Our new program opens the qualified service opportunities beyond mentoring. This way, state employees have more volunteering options. They’ll still be able to dedicate time to mentoring if they so choose, and that is important, but they’ll also be encouraged and have opportunities work at a food bank, or help maintain a public park, or help assist the elderly, and in all kinds of other ways rebuild our community.

And to create a direct connection between my office and the people of this Commonwealth, we have created The Public Liaison office, which will serve as the Civic Engagement arm of the Executive Office.  Public Liaison will be tasked with connecting directly with people in communities and neighborhoods and exploring creative new ways for you and me to speak with each other. Some will be old fashioned ideas, some will involve new technology, some will come from what we learned in the campaign and transition working groups, and some will come from what we learn from governing everyday. 

One of the most important functions of Public Liaison will be to engage people who are not traditionally active in political life.  We want anyone, no matter where they come from, to know that they have my ear and that this is their government too.  Public Liaison will reach out to communities who wouldn’t necessarily even know that there is a governor here who cares about them, and wants to have their best ideas to contribute to making this government stronger too.

I think Deb would be proud to see what we have done so far, and I aim to make her proud of what we accomplish in the years to come.  Her efforts and energy helped sustain the work we did during the campaign.  Now, her memory will sustain this administration. 

Deb believed in the ability of government – good, enlightened government – to make a positive difference in people’s lives.  There is, and has always been, a place for active, efficient, compassionate government, one that considers in its each decision the fates of everyone:  businesses and workers, developers and environmentalists – a government that looks out for the rich and the poor and the middle class, instead of pitting them against one another.  There has always been a place for government that is the best of what we have and the best of who we are.    
She didn’t look at government and see an institution or a bureaucracy.  She didn’t work under the impression that influence and money were the ingredients of our shared progress.  I believe Deb saw government as a community: as a coming together of people from all walks of life into a singular, common cause.  

That is why we will continue our best efforts to foster civic engagement.  We need the ongoing work and input of communities and clergy and students and doctors and shop workers and cleaning crews.  To do this right, to do the best for the most, we will need the contributions of Democrats and Republicans and Independents and Green-Rainbow party members who concern themselves not with these labels, but with their contribution as citizens. 

Deb Blumer has given us a lot to live up to.  We carry on in the spirit of her public service, her dedication to the people in this community, and the people all across this Commonwealth, and her capacity to hope for the best, and then work for it.

I look forward to joining with you to continue her legacy, and moving Massachusetts forward.  Thank you.  
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