Governor Deval L. Patrick

Construction Announcement

Glover’s Corner, Dorchester
Thursday, May 12, 2011
Thank you Secretary Mullan for your leadership and your vision for rebuilding our state. It’s a pleasure to be here as “construction season” kicks off all across Massachusetts.

Today’s announcement is good news right now for the workers here today, for the people of Dorchester and Boston who will benefit enormously from this project once it is completed and people all across Massachusetts who have are driving on new roads, over new bridges and traveling on better trains because of our investments.

We are at the beginning of what will be an exciting construction season. This year, we will have over 450 active infrastructure and maintenance projects in every corner of Massachusetts, supporting thousands of good jobs and building the infrastructure that powers growth.

The reason for this growth is our decision to invest in our state again; to do the unglamorous work of government that enables all the rest and has been neglected for a very, very long time.

So road, rail, bridge projects.  Broadband expansion. Public and affordable housing.  Investing in recreational facilities.  Building up our college and university campuses again.  All of this is creating jobs right now and also building a platform for long term growth.

Not only are we making historic levels of investment in our infrastructure, but we are doing so on-time and on-budget at some of the highest levels in decades.

During the first term, we made historic investments in projects like these.  Our Accelerated Bridge Program is a $3 billion, 8-year commitment to our aging bridges.  We have 69 projects online right now and another 28 set to begin this year.

This summer on one stretch of I-93 alone we are replacing 14 bridges -- one of the most ambitious projects in the country.

In the second term we will invest another $3.6 billion in capital projects, continuing a record level of investment in the kinds of projects that enable economic growth and improve quality of life.

All of this is creating jobs now, a platform for sustained growth and a better, stronger Commonwealth for future generations.  Thank you for your contribution to that shared mission.
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