TALKING POINTS
Student Government Day

4-5-07

· It is good to see so many of you here, and to know that at such an early age you have come to recognize the importance of getting involved, of taking part in active citizenship, and of working to secure your future.  It is good to know that your generation sees our shared responsibility in bringing about our shared prosperity.  
· Now, let’s get to business.  You have been looking at a couple of bills today, as I understand it, and I am here to give you my thoughts on what you are considering.

· I believe the most important investment government can make to secure our social and economic success is in a world-class education system.  In Massachusetts we want to educate the “whole child,” and tailor learning environments to individual needs.  
· As we have seen, far too many schools are falling behind on graduation rates.  These high drop out rates leave too many of our citizens trapped in an economic dead zone.   
· And that comes back to us.  We pay for it in public services for individuals and families who can’t afford basics like health insurance.  We pay for it with a sluggish economy, where right now we have over 85,000 jobs, I think it is, that have been going vacant.  And we end up paying for it in the fracturing of our communities, in divisions perpetuated by educational achievement gaps and the cycles of poverty that they create.
· And I think that the value and importance of education should be felt not just in schools, but in homes.  Moms and dads in some cases are going to have to be taught to be involved in their kids’ daily progress, and we are going to have to make it easy for parents to do so.  
· These are the things I urge you to consider in your work today.  Send those bills up to me soon so I can get a look at them.  Thank you all for coming.  I urge you to stay involved, and I look forward to seeing where you will go, and where you will take this Commonwealth.  
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