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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Every citizen of the Commonwealth who is blind or visually impaired has a right to lead a full and independent life, which includes productive employment in a competitive job market; and 
W

hereas Unemployment among adults who are blind or visually impaired has exceeded 70 percent; and
W

hereas More employment opportunities will allow adults who are blind or visually impaired to achieve independence, participate in the economy of the Commonwealth, become more engaged members of their communities, and pursue the lifestyles of their choice; and 
W

hereas Adults who are blind or visually impaired are fully capable of performing a wide range of professional roles in the public and private sectors; and 
W

hereas Many barriers, including misperceptions of ability, inaccessible workplaces, and public attitudes prevent adults who are blind or visually impaired from gaining meaningful employment; and
W

hereas Greater awareness among employers of the employment challenges facing adults who are blind or visually impaired can reduce unemployment across this population of Commonwealth citizens, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 2014, to be, 
 Blind and Visually Impaired Employment Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twentieth day of October, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-eighth.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
