AFFIDAVIT OF ERASTUS C. WEITNEY.

1, ERASTUS C. WHITNEY, of Worcester, llassachusetts, being
duly sworn, on oath depose and say: That I testifled as & witness
for the govermnment in the cases of Commonwealth of Massachus-
etts #s. Nicola Bacco and Bartolomeo Vanszetti at the trial of
said cases at Dedham, Massachusetts, in June, 1921; that sll of
my testimony at sald trial was true; that the name under whiech I
testified, and under which I had been living since the early
pert of 1914 was Carlos E. Goodridge; that this was the name by
whiech I was known to my friends and associates since that same
year, 1914, slthough it was not my legal name, which was, and,so
far as any order of the Court is concerned, is Erastus Corning
Whitney; that so far as I know, no one representing the govern-
ment in the sbove cases, nor my wife nor associstes knew that I
had any other name than thaet of Carles E. Goodridge; that I was
never approached by any one in gonmnection with my teatiﬁony giv-
en at said trial, or in conmnection with any phase or phases of
sald cases until July of 1922 when I saw Fred H. Moore, who asated
as attorney for Saceo and Vangetti at seid trial; that I was then
living at Vessalboro, Meine, and was engaged in the occupation of
farming; that said Moore, who had examined me for the defence at
sald trial ,came to Vassalboro on the evening of Thursday, July 13,
1922; that I was at that particular time calling with my wife at
gome friends houge; that I was called outside and found Mr. loore
with en gutomobile in which were two other persons; one I afterwards
learned was Mrs, Edith W. Lee, and the other was a lady whom I be-
lieve to be Mrs. Lee's sister; that when I ceme out to the machine
ir. Moore was standing behind it. He asked me to step into the ma-

ehine, which was a closed car, as he had some things he wanted to



show me. I then got into the automobile and sat down on the sest
beside of him. He took & picture out of his brief case and asked
me if I recogniged it. I said that I did not recopgnize it. He
then brought two more pietures out and he asked me if I recognized
them and I told him thet I d1d. Then he showed me an affidavit
of one Minnie Z. Wheaton and asked me if I knew the party and rec-

ognized the writing, and I said that I did. Then he took the same

Piceture again, which was a group pleture, and pointed out & man in
the pioture and asked me if I recognized the man, and I said I
did; that that was my picture. Then he showed me other affidsvits
which I did not read and asked me if I knew thﬁkyartiés whose sig-
natures were ettached, and I said that I did, Then he asked me if
my‘nama'waﬁ not Erastus Corning Whitney, end I said thet it ﬁaﬁ,
and he asked me if I was not under indiotment in New fbrk State

for grend larcemecy. I told him that I wasn't positive of it but I

understood that such was the ease, Then he showed me some signa~
tures on other affidavite and some piletures which he had there and
agked me if I ocould identify them, and I said I could. I did not,
however, reasd the affidavite. Then he brought out some personal
letters of my own and asked me if I ocould identify the signstures
on them, and I said that I could. Then he showed me & signature
signed by me under my former nsme of Whitney snd he showed me an
insurance policy which he had in his possession and aakaa-m@ to
identify the signature on that. I identified all the signatures.
Then I said "Well, the game is up, and I suppose I will have to go
back to New York."

He then gaid to me, "Do you think that a men should be con-
vieted of murder upon your testimony?" Then I turned and recognized
him as Mr. Moore. I had net knﬂwn.with'Wham I was talking up to
that time. Then I said to him, "Haven't I met you before, isn't
your name loore?" He said it was. Then I sgked him what his game
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was., Then he told me that he was working for the interests of
Sa0eo, & men that was innocent of the orime, with a wife and two
children, and ssked me if I was indicted by the Grand Jury at Ded-
ham the year before. I told him I was. He asked me the name of
the party on whose complaint I bad been inﬁiatma'anﬂ asked me what
disposition of the case was made in the Court. I told him restite
ution wag made of the smount olaimed to have been lost, and I was
placed on parole; that the money involved was sectually paid back
alfter I had been placed on parole.

Mr. Moore then asked me if I had been visited by any at-
tendents of the Distriet Attorney's Hree prior to my going on the
witness stand. I told him I had been by Mr. Brauillar&\anﬁ an-
other gentlemsn but that I did not remember his name atthat time;
lr. Hoore suggested the name of Stewart and I told him I thought
that was the one. He asked me about what t&meﬁﬁey a&m@ to see me,
and I told him es near as I remembered I thought it was in October
or Hovember, 1920; that Mr, Stewart come agein and sew me some time
in Januasry, 1921. He asked me what Mr. Stewart wanted at that time
when he came back the second time, and I told him he wanted me to
go to Dedham to see if I eould identify Sacco;hni told Mr., Stewart
there would be nothing gained by my going to Dedham as I was posi-
tive of the identification. Then lr. lioore said "In fact you
didn't know eanything about this case, did you, at all?", and I
sald "Yes, I 4id", and he said "Did you at any time communicate
with the Distriet Attorney's office"and I told him no. He then
asked me how the Distriet Attorney's office knew anything ebout me.
I $0ld him that I didn't kmow; that lr. Brouillard came to my house
and that wae the first time that I knew that the Distriect Attorney
knew I knew anything about the ease. I told him that I tried to
avoid the case as I d4id not want to get mixed up in it, and he said,



"I would like to kunow what induced you to go on the stand when
you were so reticent sbout the case in the first place.” 1 told
him there had been no inducements held out to me whatever.

Then the lady in the rear seat, lrs. Lee's sister, said “ifr,
Mloore, I have run out of paper.” Then I turned sround snd saw that
notes were being teken of what I talked with lir. Moore. That was
the first I knew he had a aten@grgpha& with him at that time. He
then introduced me to the ladies, He said "This is lirs. lee, Dep~-
uty Marshel from Auguste, and Mrs. Lee's sister,” and geve the neme,
but I do not remember 1t.

At that time he asked me if I had the letter which Ir. Stewarti
wrote to me and I told him that I had at the housme and he asked me
if there was any objection to his seeing it. I teld him there was
not. He said "Then we will turn around and go baeck to the house”,
and I stopped and got my wife and we drove back in the automobile

to my home, When we got up to the corner by the church & man ran

out of the church yard and Jjumped on the running board of the car
sand rode up to the house with us,

After we pot up to the honee I went in and I found this letter
and I showed it to Mr. loore. Then he apked me a few more gues-
tions and I refused to answer any more questions at that time., Then
he said to me, "You know that you are wanted in New York Stete under
an indictment?” I said "Yes, sir.” He turned to Mrs. Lee and said
"I think it is your duty to take him;baak to Auguste and notify the
Vew York suthorities.” She said "Are you sure that he is wanted on
this indictment?" lioore said "Yes, I had & talk with the District
Attorney and also with the sheriff of ILivingston County snd they want
him,™

He then asked me some questions in regard to my marriage and
then he said to me, "Did you at any time prior to your going on the
gtand and testifying tell anybody that you were positive this man

was Saoco?” I said "Yes, I 4id." He paid "Who was the party?™™ 1
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seid I had talked it over with my wife the very day it happened
snd she had advised me to keep my mouth shut. He said "Are you per-
feetly willing to stay here to the car snd allow me to go intothe
hau&é end telk with your wife alone?" I said I was. He went in
and after he had been in there possibly twenty minutes I went to the
door becsuse I heard my wife orying. When I opened the door he came
out to the oar, He said to me "As far as this New York matter is
goneerned it is immeterial to me; all I am looking out for is the

interests of my e¢lient. Now what I would like to have you do is to
tell me what influence was brought to bear on you by the Distriet
Attorney's office to testify at this trisl.” I told him there had
been no inﬁuamm@ﬁts held out to me whatever, Then he said "Who
was your lawyer in your case in Couwrt?™ I told him John Mackay of
Quiney. He asked me if the case went to & trisl, I told him it

did not., He said how was it fixed? "Why," I said, "I went down
prepared for a trial and Mr, Macksy advised me to plead guilty and
meke restitution for the price of the machine alleged to have been
stolen; that he thought that wes the cheapest snd begt way out of
it, and I followed the sdviece of my attorney.” Mr, Moore ssked me J
if I bhad at that time had any conference with the Distriet Attorn~
ey or his sssistants. I t0ld him I had never seen lir. Katzmenn
the Distrdet Attornmey, to kmow him until the morming I saw him in

the ¢ourt room at the trial when I went on the stand as & witness,
and thet personally I d4id not know any of the assistant District
Attorneys. He asked me who prosecuted my ease? I told him Mr, lag-
kay told me it would be Mr. Adsme. Ir. ﬁﬁaw@ 3&&& "Didn't you see
Mr, Adems at the Court room that morning?" I said possibly I might
have seen him but I 4id not know the man,

Mr. Hoore then said "I think, Mrs. Liee, that it is your duty

—

to take this man to Augusta.” I ssked for the privilege of changing

my elothes, which was grented me. While I wae changing my elothes
Mr. Moore had some talk with my wife, and when I got baek into the



car my wife called to me "When will you be baek?" and Mr. Moore
said to her, "He will be back in an hour or two as I want to take
an affidavit from him in Augusta.”
He started for Auguste and this same man who had 3umpad

on the running board was one of the party st that time. I do not
know his name, but he was some investipator of Mr. licore's., Wr.
Hoore talked with me all the way going to Augusta. Juat‘bafbre we
got into Augusta he said, "Whitney, what I would like to kmow is

what inducement was held out to you to testify at this trisl, you
did not testify at this trisl willingly unless you benefitted by
it some way or another; that is what I want to kuow and if you will

tell me you will save yourself the trouble of going baeck to New
York." He saild "I do not care sbout the New York affair, all I

care about is my elient.” I told Mr. Moore that he had shown his
hand and I would play mine snd I would go back to New York State

and start over new.

I was taken to the County Jail at Augusta and the'manlkn
éharg@ refused to take me in charge because there was no warrant
for my arrest. Then we went to the poliece hesdquarters and Nr. ,
Moore ssid %o the offieer in charge, whose name I believe was Cor- .
bett, I was a fugitive from justice from New York State, and Mr.
Corbett ssked him if he had o warrant for my arrest. My, lMoore said
he hadn't, Mr. Corbett then said "How do you come to be interested
in this case?" Mr, Moore said "I am & lswyer representing Ssacoo

and this man was popped on us at the trisl and he wasn't & witness
at the indietment so I had no ghance to look him up until after the
triel, and in treeing his history I find he is wented in New York
Staete under an indictment for grand lareeny.” GCorbett said "I do
not think I have a right to hold this man if you haven't & warrant,
but lirg. Tee could call up the Judge and have him come down and she
oan swear out a warrant as a fugitive from justice and I ecan hold

him." They oalled up the Judge on the 'phone and he wouldn't come




down that night,~-it was about 1:30 a.m,~~but told himbow he
eonld hold me wntil morning until he got to court. I was jJocked
up for the night. The next morning Hoore came to me, He brought
me in & box of cigarettes end some gigers. 1 asked him if he

bhad heard from New York and he ssid that Mrs. lee had telegraphed
to New York and she would probably bave & reply before noon,

At 9 o'clock a. m, Mrs. Lee and Mr. Moore game, I was ta-
ken before Juige Cony and he held me until they could hear from
Bew York. The Judge said to Mr. Moore, "Why sre you so interest-
ed in this case?" Ir, Moore told him that I was an eleventh
hour witness and he had to look me up after the case had been
tried; thet he had spent three monthas' time and & large sum of
money tracing me from my boyhood aays§ that I was wanted by the
Wew York suthorities under an indietment and showed Judge Cony
g copy of the indiectment.

Judge Cony asked Mrs, Iee if she had heard from New York
in reply to her telegram and she said she had not, and he told
hér he would give her twenty-four hours to hear from New Tork
or he would relesse me, Mr. Moore then said he had talked with
parties in Vew York snd they were anxious to prosecute the ocase
and he knew they would send for me. Judge Coney asked him if he

wanted to see me any more. He sald "I will be back later as I
want this fellow to come clean and he is holding back things
that he ought to tell me., Ifr. Moore then left and I was returned
to my cell.

Thet night Judge Cony mame to me end I asked him if he
had heard from New York yet. . He said that Mr.

loore had talephonea
to his man in New York that they hed me locked up for the E&Vﬁngn'iLl
gton suthorities and he expected a reply at any time., I aﬂkeﬁ
Juﬁgeleaﬂy why he did not telﬁgrayh snd not leave it a2ll up ta

Moore, that Moore was trying to put me in wrong. Judge Cony asked
me when this erime was committed and I told him in 1911, He said

~'?*




"They will never bother you on it, and unless I hear from them
tonight I will let you go in the morning, and I do not intend to
have this office used by asny lawyer to bulld up any cases for the
State of lisssachusetts or any other state, and the best thing yon

gan do is not to see iixr, Noore again,"

lr, Hoore came to my cell that same evening after Judge Cony
left and said he wanted to talk sbout the case. I said I had nothe
ing more to say. He then left and I haven't seen him since.

I have never said to any one thet I dislike or have any an-
tipathy or hostility towards Itellans. I never told my formerx
wife, lirs. Rackliffe that, and in faot there is no basis for such
a statement by anybody as some of my best frienﬁs in former and re=-
cent years have been of Itelilan nationality.

There is nothing whieh I stated at Dedhem which, so far as I
remember, Iwish to revise or chenge except the statement in refer-
ence to my nsme., I testified that my neme wae Goodridge without
any intention of committing perjury, but because that had been thé

name under which I had gore for six or seven years.

W/W}

| COMMONWEALTE OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Suffolk,88., January 20, 1983.

Then personelly eappeared the sbove named Zrastus C,

Whitney and made oath that the sbove statement by him subsocribed

is true to the best of his knowledge and belief, before me,

S & Npnan
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