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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas African immigrants and their descendants continue to be a vital part of the Commonwealth’s rich diversity by contributing significantly to all aspects of daily life, including education, medicine, commerce, agriculture, public service, technology and the arts; and   
W

hereas There are over 75,000 African immigrants and thousands of other residents of African descent currently living in Massachusetts; and 
W

hereas African immigrants currently make up over 8% of the Commonwealth’s immigrant population; and 
W

hereas African immigrants have significantly impacted our society. Their contributions and achievements can be seen in: academia (Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, Ahmed Zewail), in sports (2014 Boston Marathon Winner Meb Keflezighi and NBA star and American gold medal winner, Hakeem Olajuwon), and the arts (Academy Award nominees Djimon Hounsou and Omar Sharif as well as writers Chinua Achebe and Teju Cole); and 
W

hereas Organizations like the African Council help to provide a voice for the Massachusetts’ African population by engaging the African community in civic and cultural life across the Commonwealth; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth recognizes the accomplishments of African immigrants, not only in Massachusetts, but across our nation,  
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim June 18th - 24th, 2014, to be, 
Africa Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixteenth day of June, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
