Massachusetts National Guard Send-off
Purpose: 
Honor the service and sacrifice of the members of the 212th Engineering Installation Squadron as they deploy in support of the federal military mission in Afghanistan and Qatar.

Audience: 
314 attendees including airmen, families, friends, state and municipal leaders and military representatives.

Message:

On behalf of the Commonwealth, I thank the 212 Engineering Installation Squadron for their service and I wish them safety and success in Afghanistan and Qatar. 
Governor Deval L. Patrick

Massachusetts National Guard Send-off

Worcester Military Museum, Worcester
Friday, September 16, 2011
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: TBD

Good morning.  I am here because I wanted the chance to say, on behalf of myself, my administration, and the people of this Commonwealth, how much we appreciate your service.  

Each of you is part of a centuries-old legacy of service and sacrifice.  The ideals of service, community and citizenship are central to your ranks, and to what we stand for as a nation.  

The 212 Engineering Installation Squadron has served our Commonwealth and our country for over 60 years and has deployed members overseas every year since 9/11.  And when you are not abroad, you help here at home with fires and floods, or installing lighting systems on Little League Fields, or more recently, responding in the aftermath of Hurricane Irene.
Now you are called to service in Afghanistan and Qatar.  Go with our fervent prayer that each of you and your mission will be safe and successful and that you will come home soon.  And rest assured that while you are away 6.5 million of your fellow Massachusetts citizens have got your back.
To the families, thank you for what you do to enable this mission.  Your patience, support, encouragement and love make their work possible – and inspire the rest of us.  We will do everything we can – as a community – to be there for you to lean on while your soldier or airman is away.
God bless you all.  Come home soon.
PAGE  
2

