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Hello and welcome.  I’m sorry I am not able to join you today in person, but I do want the chance to express, on behalf of myself, my administration, and the people you have served here in Massachusetts and all over the world, our gratitude.  
To each of you who has worn the uniform, who have made the sacrifices and taken the risks for us, to your families, and to the many who are not here – but who are remembered here today – I want to tell you how much we appreciate your service and to thank you for that.   

Massachusetts has a long legacy of military service and pride dating back to, as I’m sure you know, the first battles of the revolution that gave birth to this nation.  You have taken your part in that legacy, with pride and with honor.  
Now it is up to us to ensure that our veterans have the access to education that they want, access to the workforce training and employment opportunities that they deserve, and the access to the health care and treatment that they often need.  I ask all of to help us by lending your voices and your active citizenship to that effort.
I thank you again for the ways in which you continue to serve our Commonwealth and our country.  America is what it is because of the bravery you have shown, and the sacrifice you have given.
