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Thank you all for being here.  Thank you especially to Ms. Yvonne Spencer for hosting us this morning.  

As yesterday’s snowy commute reminded us, winter in New England means business.  And in tough economic times, as temperatures drop, people get anxious about home heating bills and other costs that come along with the cold.  There are more than 800,000 households in Massachusetts that, based on income, may qualify for heating assistance, weatherization and discount utility rates.  Unfortunately, less than 30 percent of eligible people participate in these Energy Bucks programs, even though participation can mean savings of up to 30 percent a year on energy bills.  We all need to be more energy efficient, but it is especially important to get the word out to our neighbors who may be struggling.  Call your 1-866-LESS-COST or visit the Energy Bucks website, www.energybucks.com, to learn how you can save more on your energy bills.  And spread the word throughout your neighborhood.  There is no shame in needing some assistance right now, but we’ve got to make sure everyone knows what is available.     

Here in Ms. Spencer’s home, we have invested $5,000 worth of weatherization funds, putting insulation in the walls and attic that will keep her warm and her energy bills down.  It is just one example of how we are administering over $122 million in federal weatherization funds.  To date, we have weatherized more than 500 homes, with thousands more to come.  These investments have a two-pronged benefit.  First, they keep citizens warm while saving them money and lowering greenhouse gas emissions.  Second, they create jobs for the weatherization experts, providing a jolt to our economic recovery efforts.  This is a sign that the Green Communities Act has a real impact on individual people.  We are taking important strides towards greater energy efficiency, one house at a time.  This is what a clean energy future looks like, and I am so glad to be here with you today to see it in action.  
Weatherization is a great long-term investment for our communities.  But we also have serious short-term pressures in neighborhoods across the Commonwealth.  So far this heating season, Massachusetts has received $163 million in federal fuel assistance funding for the Department of Housing and Community Development’s LIHEAP (Low-Income Home Energy Assistance) program to help citizens who need it most.  
And because government cannot do it alone, I want to especially thank the state utility companies who offer discounted rates for the most vulnerable of us.  This program is a reflection of the values of our larger community, and I am grateful for their partnership and creative assistance during the winter months ahead.  
Thank you everyone and I wish you all a safe and warm winter.  
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