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Schools, Jobs, Civic Engagement – LIFE SCIENCES 
2008

· We have developed and put in motion an agenda for 2008 and beyond, an agenda focused on schools, jobs and civic engagement. The life sciences are critical in that agenda.
· Our life sciences supercluster is an enormous economic engine for Massachusetts.  We receive over $2 billion of N.I.H. research funding annually.  Last year the life sciences in Massachusetts grew 45 percent faster than the state economy, and one in every three products and services exported by Massachusetts are life sciences related. One in every three.
· According to a study by Northeastern University, every direct job we create in life sciences (scientists, technicians, lab assistants, bio-manufacturing engineers) brings with it 5 indirect jobs (suppliers, vendors, support services, utilities, construction, real estate, transportation, among others). 
· But it doesn't have to stay that way.

· Places as near as North Carolina and as far as China are investing billions of dollars to attract our researchers, institutions and industries. 
· The President and CEO of Children's Hospital Boston said recently that every single top researcher at his institution has been approached and offered a job in some other state that has public incentives on the table. Every single one.  
· Right now the whole world wants what we've got, and it's going to require real action and smart, targeted investments if we hope to preserve our leadership.

· That is why last June we filed our Life Sciences Initiative, a 10-year, $1 billion investment to secure and extend our leadership.  We want to engage partnerships between state government, industry, academic medical centers and public and private higher education to strengthen our leadership in this field.  

· This is a smart investment in a rapidly growing industry.  It also means that the cost of this inaction on our part will be especially high.

· When we say that every life sciences job brings in between 3 and 5 jobs in related industries, we need to understand that the inverse is also true. For every life sciences job lost, it costs us 3 to 5 jobs in related fields. 
· We've seen it before.  Once upon a time "Route 128" was the short-hand that signified the international hub of the IT industry.  Around the world, everyone knew "Route 128" was the region in Massachusetts where the best work on computer software was happening, where everyone wanted and needed to be.  No one had ever heard of Palo Alto.  But while we rested on our laurels, Silicone Valley brought public and private forces together, built a powerful set of economic conditions,  and lured some of the best contributors to our own IT cluster away. 
· I refuse to let that happen again.  Governing for the future means making investments in the present.
· In the face of a climate of economic unease, we must make strategic, targeted investments to strengthen our schools, our economy and our communities now.
· There are reasons -- smart, effective and fiscally sound reasons -- to invest now.  The life sciences are an important element of our comprehensive strategy for economic growth.  Both in the long-term and for short term economic stimulus.  We intend to do everything we can to protect and accelerate our global leadership in this industry.  

· I am looking very much forward to working with the legislature in getting these initiatives through.  I invite you to join in this effort – by writing letters to newspapers, contacting local officials and showing up to public hearings, we can end the inaction and get people to work.  
· I look forward to that debate, and our work together going forward. Thank you. 

