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DCF Budget Investments —


In January 2014, Governor Deval Patrick announced a comprehensive Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 budget investment in DCF to enhance the agency’s work to protect the over 100,000 youth served each year, while strengthening families across the Commonwealth. The investment will allow the Department to enhance its technology, screening, investigation and case reviews.





Hiring More Social Workers —


DCF employs more than 3,000 workers with over 80% providing direct services in the field. The Governor’s budget will allow DCF to hire 177 social workers, supervisors, managers, and support staff to keep caseloads manageable. 





National Leadership in Adoption and Child Well-Being — Massachusetts ranks 3rd in the nation in overall child wellbeing, according to the Annie E. Casey Foundation Kids Count report for 2013. DCF completed 814 adoptions in 2013 with 38% of children adopted within 24 months of their entry into care. This exceeds the national standard of 36%. 





75% of children who entered DCF care in 2013, were reunified with their family within a year – keeping families strong.





Expanding Kinship Placements — DCF continues to expand kinship care, which has proven to provide better outcomes for children who come into foster care. More than 26% of children in placement are placed with kin. 





*Placements can include Departmental Foster Care, Intensive Foster Care, Group and Residential Homes.








