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· We are here together at the beginning of a new era of service in the Commonwealth, and, I hope and expect, the nation.
· To the twelve new Commonwealth Corps members, congratulations and thank you for your willingness to serve. 
· As Commonwealth Corps members, you are key leaders in your community.  I draw inspiration from your ability to see beyond your own front door and recognize that what happens on your neighbor’s porch matters to you too.
· Ending Hunger Together Week is just the start of your efforts to end hunger in the Worcester area.  You will do outreach to elders, develop volunteers for Brigham Hill Community Farm, build a hunger curriculum for urban schools, and launch a hunger website.
· It’s a tremendous challenge.  Food pantries and soup kitchens across the state are reporting spikes in demand.  Hunger is a cruel reality, but not a permanent one.  I know that, working together, we can eliminate it in Massachusetts.
· The Intergenerational Urban Institute is a model for organizations across the Commonwealth, bringing together volunteers from 18 and 85.  You offer a wealth of enthusiasm, experience and passion that will benefit the people of Worcester.
· And you are not alone.  You will be joined by more than 250 other Corps members working from here to Holyoke, Boston and the Cape. Through training, service activities and technology, you will become an entire network of leaders.

· Commonwealth Corps members will work to strengthen the bonds of community because, frankly, they understand that, during uncertain and challenging times, the best thing we can do is lean on each other as a community.  It’s when we need each other most.  Thank you for being here today and for your service.  
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