MEMORANDUM


TO:		Governor Patrick

FROM:	Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs

DATE:	August 4, 2014

RE:		Environmental Justice Executive Order Update

	

The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) has been involved in productive discussions with the Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development (HED) and Department of Transportation (MassDOT) to develop an Environmental Justice (EJ) Executive Order (EO) that:

1. Builds upon the Environmental Justice (EJ) Policy developed in 2002 by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs that outlined ways in which EEA and its agencies can address issues affecting EJ populations.  Examples include more robust efforts to make sure EJ populations effectively participate in regulatory processes (such as better agency use of alternative media serving ethnic populations,  sensitivity to  the time and location of hearings, and agency translation services for hearings and important documents).  Another feature is recognizing EJ as a factor in making funding decisions for grant programs;

1. Relies upon executive agency resources to serve EJ populations where residents are most at risk of being unaware of or unable to participate in environmental decision-making;

1. Requires executive agencies to review their programs and ensure consideration of  environmental justice populations through:

1. Enhanced public participation
1. Targeted compliance and enforcement in EJ populations
1. Enhanced review of new air emission sources, new high volume water uses, and regional waste facilities, at minimum; and
1. Encouraging economic growth that promotes environmental justice.
The EO also contemplates that EEA will appoint a Director of Environmental Justice to coordinate EJ activities within the Secretariat as well as with other Secretariats.  It is anticipated that the employee will be part of the Women in the Workplace Program. Secretariats and their agencies will also determine which projects, programs, funding decisions, rulemakings and other actions potentially affect EJ communities and review whether existing procedures address the goals established in the Executive Order. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I understand that EEA, HED and MassDOT are reviewing revised documents to finalize the proposed conceptual framework for the Executive Order.  I also understand that Gary Davis at EEA is scheduled to speak with Staci Rubin from Alternative for Community and Environment (ACE) this Wednesday to arrange a larger discussion in August about finalizing the conceptual framework for this Executive Order.  
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