

DRAFT

The State of [INSERT STATE NAME]

GOVERNOR/ AGENCY
[INSERT ORGANIZATION / STAKEHOLDER NAME]

As you celebrate

811 Safe Digging Day

August 11, 2012

WHEREAS, the leading cause of harm to underground facilities is excavation damage; and

WHEREAS, pipeline operators and other underground facility owners are committed to raising the awareness of underground damage prevention and safe digging practices; and

WHEREAS, everyone has a responsibility to ensure their safety; and
WHEREAS, dedication to safe digging practices is helping prevent potentially serious or fatal injuries while keeping our environment clean and our utilities on without interruption; and

WHEREAS, the date of August 11 (8/11) corresponds to the nationwide one-call number, 811, which provides anyone planning to excavate a simple, easy way to contact the state underground notification center; and

WHEREAS, once a call is made to the one-call notification center, the appropriate underground facility operators are notified of the person’s intent to dig. Professional locators are then sent to the requested digging site to mark the approximate locations of underground lines with flags, spray paint or both; and
WHEREAS, Striking a single line can cause injury, repair costs, fines and inconvenient outages; and

WHEREAS, through the support of the pipeline industry, the first nationwide 811 Day media effort promoting the Call Before You Dig program will air ads during the 2012 Olympic games; and 
WHEREAS, everyone should call 811 before digging; and
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth/ State of supports these efforts to promote underground damage prevention and safe digging practices, and

NOW THEREFORE, I, (Insert Governor or Commissioner’s(s’) names here), do hereby recognize August 11, 2012 as Underground Damage Prevention Day in the COMMONWEALTH/ STATE OF (Insert State name here), and I call this observance to the attention of all her citizens.

