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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Vietnamese Americans continue to be a vital part of the Commonwealth’s rich diversity by contributing significantly to all aspects of daily life, including education, medicine, commerce, agriculture, public service and technology; and   
W

hereas Following the Vietnamese conflict, over two million Vietnamese citizens sought political asylum in the United States and Massachusetts is now home to a growing number of Vietnamese-Americans; and 
W

hereas The flag of the former Republic of Vietnam was designed in 1890 and adopted in 1948 and consists of three red stripes upon a field of yellow and is known today as the Vietnamese Freedom and Heritage Flag; and 

W

hereas Today the Vietnamese-American community views the red and gold striped flag as a lasting symbol of freedom, resilience and democracy;
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby recognize the Vietnamese Freedom and Heritage Flag as the official symbol of the Massachusetts Vietnamese-American community.
Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this nineteenth day of October, in the year two thousand and ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fourth.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
