PATRICK-MURRAY ADMINISTRATION’S COMMITMENT TO
THE DIVERSE NEEDS OF ELDERS AND THEIR CAREGIVERS
A successful Massachusetts depends on a strong continuum of supports that promote the integrity, rights and independence of elders and their caregivers.  The Patrick-Murray Administration, through the leadership of Secretary of Elder Affairs Ann L. Hartstein, have pursued an aging agenda that addresses the changing needs of a growing population of individuals who are 60 and over.

Recent accomplishments include: 

Expansion of Senior Nutrition Programs

· In 2009, Governor Patrick secured more than $300 million dollars to help boost SNAP benefits, the state’s Elderly Nutrition Program, and to increase nutritional services generally for seniors.

· The 27 nutrition programs located throughout the state serve more than 8.5 million meals to seniors each year. Meals are provided at more than 400 congregate meal sites and are delivered to frail elders in their homes.
· Federal recovery funding has helped provide 300,000 meals for seniors in need.

Expanded Funding for Safety Net Services

· $45 million in additional federal matching funds has been used for nursing homes, with an additional $20 million going to the Community First initiative.
· Ensured that tens of thousands of seniors in Massachusetts could keep the heat on in winter through securing federal stimulus funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 
Investments in Councils on Aging
· Supported the 349 local Councils on Aging by increasing per person spending from $6.50 to $7.00.
Creation of Olmstead Plan: A Pathway to "Community First"


· In 2008, Governor Patrick outlined the Commonwealth's first-ever Olmstead Plan, a roadmap and action plan that reflects the Governor's commitment to ensuring that seniors have access to diverse community living opportunities.

· “Community First” is designed to maximize the extent to which elders and people with disabilities of all ages are able to live successfully in their homes and communities.

· The fundamental goals are to help individuals transition from institutional care; expand access to community-based long-term supports; improve the capacity and quality of community-based long-term supports; expand access to affordable and accessible housing with supports; promote employment of persons with disabilities and elders; and and promote awareness of long-term supports.

Launch of “Embrace Your Future” Campaign

· Helping to prepare the largest influx of seniors into the Massachusetts economy through the national “Embrace Your Future” campaign.

· Long-term care awareness campaign assists younger generations in planning ahead for long-term care supports generally not paid for by Medicare. 

· More than 60% of seniors require some long-term care support services and 80% of all seniors live with one or more chronic conditions.
