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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas 2008 marks the 71st anniversary of the Fitzgerald Act, which established the first national system for apprenticeship training; and
W

hereas Apprenticeship training is an exemplary model of work-based learning that provides important career pathways for men and women and provides employers with a competitive work force; and
W

hereas Apprenticeship training provides meaningful opportunities to veterans who, through the Helmets-to-Hardhats program are able to successfully transition from military careers to apprenticeships; and 
W

hereas Massachusetts has more than 6,942 registered apprentices; and
W

hereas The Commonwealth of Massachusetts recognizes that the 21st century economy demands a skilled workforce with postsecondary education and credentials; and
W

hereas Registered apprentices very ably demonstrate teamwork, preparation, due diligence, perseverance and a desire for knowledge and skills to last a lifetime; and
W

hereas Registered apprenticeship programs contribute to the economic vitality of the Commonwealth by producing highly skilled workers, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 2008, to be
Apprenticeship Appreciation & Awareness Month     
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of October, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth         

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
