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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




hereas  According to the Environmental Protection Agency, more than 380 billion plastic bags and sacks are used in the United States each year; and 
hereas Made from crude oil, a non-renewable resource, only one percent of all plastic bags are recycled; and
W

W

hereas A plastic bag takes nearly a thousand years to fully decompose and cannot be burned because they would release dangerous carcinogens nor can be buried for they would block the natural flow of water and oxygen into the soil; and
hereas  According to EPA studies, these bags have contributed to the death of more than 100,000 sea turtles and other marine life, who mistake the bags for food, yearly; and
hereas High quality reusable bags have the potential to eliminate an average of 1,000 plastic bags throughout its lifetime and are a fantastic environmentally friendly alternative; and 

W

hereas  Using a reusable bag is a great environmentally friendly decision to make at the checkout counter, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 14th, 2007, to be

Reusable Bag Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-ninth day of October, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

                                                 By His Excellency                  










Deval L. Patrick                       

Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth        

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
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