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PLEASE NOTE:  Bob Krim, Executive Director of the Collaborative, asked that you reference the new partnership between BHIC and the Boston Museum in your remarks.

Good evening and thank you for that introduction.  I want to commend the Boston History & Innovation Collaborative for their dedication to promoting and sustaining Boston’s rich tradition of innovation.  I understand that next year, B-H-I-C will join forces with the Boston Museum to create a home-base for Massachusetts families and visitors to come learn about this history.  Located near Quincy Market and adjacent to the Greenway, the Boston Museum partnership will reap big education, economic development and community building dividends.  It will showcase Massachusetts as home to the sons and daughters of the American Revolution, leading researchers in the quest to cure cancer, and the pioneers of abolitionism, women’s suffrage, and gay rights.  This new institution will help tell our story and show that the courage to challenge an existing status quo is a driving force that makes this city, this state, and indeed this country so remarkable.   This is an exciting merger, and I wish B-H-I-C and the Boston Museum well.
Tonight, we honor our social innovators.  Five years ago today, we saw the highest court in the state issue a ruling on marriage equality that affirmed a very simple American truth, namely that all people come before their government as equals.  The sky hasn’t fallen, the ground has not opened up.  It was a watershed moment in Massachusetts and the nation, and the ripples of a new wave of acceptance, tolerance and equality continue to emanate from right here in Massachusetts.  Last year, we succeeded in keeping marriage equality a reality, and in July, I signed the repeal of a 1913 law based in discrimination.  I know that there remains work to be done.  Even as our friends in Connecticut made a courageous choice two weeks ago, we saw an opposite outcome in California.  But, no one here ever thought these issues would be easy, and I know you’re ready to keep working.  Now is no time for complacency, nor is it the time for single issue focus.  In lean times, we need to strengthen our bonds of community and realize, in that uniquely Massachusetts spirit, that we are better when we work together. 
But tonight, I am simply proud of Massachusetts and of the myriad groups and individuals who have toiled for so long to ensure the simple principle equality.  On behalf of the Collaborative, it is my pleasure to recognize GLAD, MassEquality, MGLPC, Freedom to Marry and the ACLU of Massachusetts with the Award for Social Innovation.  Together with their supporters, they struggled for more than two decades to get us to today.   I ask Mary Bonauto, lead legal counsel for so many years on marriage equality who is representing that broad coalition tonight, to accept the award.   Congratulations, Mary, and thank you for your continued hard work.  
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