YEAR ONE: THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT (ARRA) AT WORK IN MASSACHUSETTS 

The Patrick-Murray Administration’s strategic use of federal stimulus funds is putting Massachusetts residents to work today while ensuring long term economic opportunities for tomorrow. From the start, we have been aggressively investing stimulus funds in every corner of the Commonwealth to ensure that we emerge from the global economic collapse stronger and more quickly than the rest of the nation.

“In the last year, we’ve made the Recovery Act personal by investing in our people and our future and creating the jobs that will build a better, stronger Commonwealth,” said Governor Patrick.

The Governor understands that people are struggling during the greatest economic crisis since the Great Depression. To help them, the Administration has been busy creating the jobs that promise to ensure individuals, families and our entire Commonwealth bridge to a lasting recovery and brighter tomorrow. 

Year One Highlights

· $4.3 billion awarded to state agencies
· $1.7 billion spent on direct benefits, including Unemployment Insurance, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Medicaid, and other Safety Net services
· $675 million spent on programs and infrastructure projects through state agencies
· Top 10 in the Nation for percentage of announced funds paid out by federal agencies

Job Figures

First ARRA Reporting Period: February 17, 2009 – September 30, 2009
· 8,792 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs created or retained from February 17, 2009 through September 30, 2009
· 23,533 individual workers employed
Second ARRA Reporting Period: October 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009
· 4,722 FTEs funded by ARRA from October 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009
· 13,882 individual workers employed
Jobs include: teachers, police officers, firefighters, health care services providers, engineers, and construction workers. 

Education: During the 27 month ARRA program,  Massachusetts will invest at least $1.9 billion in ARRA education funding to: Maintain the fiscal stability of the K-12 and higher education systems and create/retain jobs for educators and staff members; maintain and enhance students’ access to educational opportunities; implement effective improvement strategies and innovative reform initiatives to address both state and federal education priorities; and support infrastructure investments in educational institutions. 

Transportation: We are investing ARRA funds in road, bridge and transit projects that create jobs today and will provide long-term benefits for tomorrow. The 84 ARRA highway construction projects including Assembly Square in Somerville, Route 7 improvements in Pittsfield, and the Route 24 exit ramp in Fall River will support economic growth and make long-awaited road repairs in every corner of the Commonwealth. With the $319 million in ARRA funding dedicated to transit and the $58 million in highway funds we transferred to critical transit improvement projects, we are making an unprecedented effort to strengthen and support public transit. We have met or exceeded every federal deadline for transportation funding, including obligating all $437 million in highway funds on February 6, 2010, a whole month ahead of schedule.
Human Services: ARRA funds have been invested in the Department of Public Health (DPH) to improve Massachusetts’ public health infrastructure and in DPH’s Early Intervention Program to assist nearly 8,000 children with developmental delay or disabilities and their families, as well as other programs. Massachusetts has also secured $25.6 million in ARRA funding - a $15 million grant to support the implementation of electronic health records for approximately 2,500 health care providers and an additional $10.6 million grant to support the development of a secure network to support a statewide health information exchange.  

Energy/Environment: Using ARRA funds to maximize economic activity, Massachusetts nearly doubled the number of waterworks projects undertaken this year from 71 to 115 statewide, with contracts growing from $400 million to $770 million. This level of spending will preserve or create up to 4,000 construction jobs. Our clean energy initiatives set national standards, paving the way for ARRA-required investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy in energy-intensive waterworks facilities. The $21 million solar energy contract for 12 drinking water and wastewater treatment facilities, which will defray operating costs for municipalities, is the largest renewable-energy installation contract in the state’s history, and it is in line with state efforts to increase wind power 10-fold and solar power nearly 20-fold over four years, doubling the number of jobs and quadrupling the number of companies. 
Public Safety: As a result of stimulus funding, 83 police officers in 35 communities and 230 firefighters in 85 communities across 13 public safety agencies, including state police officers, correctional officers, and parole officers have been retained. In total, over $71 million in ARRA funds have flowed to public safety services in the Commonwealth.
Housing: Massachusetts is ranked second in the nation for number of units weatherized, fifth for percentage of Tax Credit Assistance Program funds committed, and seventh for percentage of ARRA weatherization funds expended. We have awarded $148.7 million in Recovery Act funds, reviving 26 affordable housing developments across the state stalled due to the lack of equity available in the low-income housing tax credit market. This represents hundreds of new affordable rental homes and hundreds of new jobs.


Labor and Workforce: ARRA funds in Massachusetts have made it possible for the Commonwealth’s 16 workforce regions and the 37 One-Stop Career Centers to provide services to over 63,000 individuals for retraining. In addition, over half a million Massachusetts residents have been able to benefit from the additional Federal Unemployment Compensation.
The Recovery Act was designed to spend money gradually over time in order to sustain a true recovery – with peak spending and activity expected to occur in 2010. The Patrick-Murray Administration is confident the remaining 15 months of the program will continue to have a positive impact on the people of Massachusetts.
