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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas In the year 2000, older Americans made up for seventeen percent of the Massachusetts population. By 2020, it is projected that this number will reach twenty-five percent; and 
W

hereas Older Bay Staters are valuable members of our society and are rich with experience and deserving of our respect; and 
W

hereas Massachusetts faces an aging population and major demographic changes that will dramatically impact state and local governments, as well as families, businesses, education, health and social services programs; and 

W

hereas The overall quality of life can be greatly enhanced when supportive communities help their older citizens obtain evidence-based approaches to making behavioral changes that can reduce risk of disease, disability and injury and provide the tools to make informed decisions about, and gain better access to exciting health and long-term care options, such as assisted living or nursing homes; and 
W

hereas It is important work is done to rebalance and modernize current systems and adequately plan for and address the needs of current and future generations, 

N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 2008,  to be

Older Americans Month 

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this sixth day of May, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth  
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
