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Hello, I’m Governor Deval Patrick.  I want to take this 
opportunity to welcome you to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

Organized labor has been the driving force for 

workplace equality and safety, and the expansion of the 

middle class in American history.  In 1943, thanks to 
organized labor, Massachusetts became the first state in 

America to pass a law limiting child labor.  Twenty years 
later public employees fought for and won their collective 

bargaining rights on Beacon Hill.  The minimum wage, 

maternity leave, women's rights and civil rights - labor has 

been there for each of these struggles.  Reform is your 
legacy.  Your principles are not obstacles to the greater 
good.  For working people, in or out of a union, they are the 
path to the greater good. 
Our economy is growing, booming in some 
quarters.  But the recovery has not yet touched all our 
neighbors. The recession is just not over for everybody.  It’s 
not just that income inequality is widening; it’s that it’s harder 
for average people to bridge that gap and get ahead. There 
is a debate happening on Beacon Hill to raise the minimum 
wage and I believe the higher the better.  The people making 
minimum wage are the ones working the 2-3 jobs to make 
ends meet and those are the people we need to lift in

order to grow this economy.  I want to thank you for fighting 

on their behalf.

You know, inequality is an urgent economic issue.  In 

America, it’s been a moral issue from the start.  I hope you 

will bring your moral leadership – to policymakers and the 

powerful, and to your members, too – as we work together to 

make America better.
Have a great meeting.  And thank you for 
All you do for the public good. 
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