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· ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (TBD)
· For over 200 years the Massachusetts State House has been a symbol of the ideals of our Commonwealth and our people – the ideals we have defined over time and through struggle as equal opportunity and fair play. 
· This is the people’s house, it is your house, and we are making sure that every citizen, resident, and visitor to our Commonwealth has as full and complete access to this State House as possible.
· Massachusetts has long been a leader on disability issues.  We were one of the birthplaces of the independent living movement, outlawing discrimination on the basis of disability well before the passage of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act.  Just last Thursday we celebrated in these halls the 20th anniversary of the ground-breaking Commonwealth Medicaid buy-in program – still a national model for health care coverage for people with disabilities.
· Over the course of the last year we have settled pre-existing litigation; moved forward on home and community-based service expansion; and laid groundwork for important new disability related employment developments; and just last week we released Massachusetts’ first Olmstead Plan to begin making Community First care a reality. Stay tuned as there will be more to come on this front.
· A fundamental part of that fairness is making the resources of state government available to all who want or need them.  I am impressed by all the different ways we are working to welcome everyone into this magnificent building, through Braille tour cards and signs, assistive listening devices at public hearings, and improved power assisted doors and lifts at key access points.  There remains work to be done, and we need to work with all of you here today to see that we continue to identify and improve access to this great shrine of democracy for all who want it.  
· From the start of this administration, we have been working with members of this community on a whole range of important initiatives that will continue to expand opportunities.

· In addition to the physical improvements, we are working closely with the Information Technology Division to improve access to the “virtual State House,” our mass.gov website, by developing accessible online budget tools and speech transcripts and enforcing accessibility standards across agencies.  It is a positive step forward and an effort to bring Massachusetts’ online presence in line with the speed of the 21st century. 

· I welcome all of you here today and hope that you will be back many times, and that you will bring your family, friends and out of town visitors to talk with your elected officials, attend public hearings or just simply tour one of America’s great assets.  Thank you.

· Introduce John Pirone—a member of Massachusetts’s deaf community
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