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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas At the core of our commonwealth’s democratic philosophy of government are four basic, though important, rights bestowed upon every individual; and  
W

hereas  These four rights are: the right to safety and security of person, the right of citizenship and its privileges, the right to freedom of conscience and expression, and the right to equality of opportunity; and 
W

hereas The Bill of Rights, outlined in the United States Constitution, protects the rights of all citizens and remains the symbol and cornerstone of the freedoms we hold dear; and 
W

hereas Throughout history legislation, such as The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and  Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, have been passed to further enforce the rights of those affected by discrimination and prejudice; and 
W

hereas  This week we also mark the 60th anniversary of the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a source of inspiration for national and international efforts to promote and protect human rights and fundamentals freedoms; and 

W

hereas While much has been done to maintain the rights of all individuals, we recognize that we still have work to do to ensure the equality of all citizens here in the Commonwealth and beyond, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim December 8th  – 15th, 2008, to be
Civil Rights Week  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this eighth day of December, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth         

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
