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Good afternoon.  Welcome to the State House.  Congratulations first of all to my wonderful Secretary of Health and Human Services JudyAnn Bigby.  She is a great partner and colleague, and I am grateful for her leadership and vision in Massachusetts.  


The thing I admire most about Boys and Girls Clubs in Massachusetts and across the nation is that they instill a sense of optimism in tomorrow’s leaders.  You look at the economic challenges we are facing today and it would be easy to throw up your hands and just give up.  But instead, you soldier on, driven by a belief that patience, hard work and a sense of community are the right ingredients to get us through to the better tomorrows I know are ahead.  It is about looking forward.  
It is also about action, about answering the call on the streets of our towns and bringing positive solutions that strengthen our communities.  When we face challenges like we do today, our charge is to make sure we don’t hand off a world in worse shape to our children.  We need to help them deal with violence in their schools, address the needs of At Risk youth so that they can get good jobs and be active members of our neighborhoods.    

That’s why we created a Youth Council, where I can get direct, unfiltered feedback about issues that are important to your generation.  That’s why we have a Child and Youth Readiness Cabinet, to help adults and kids alike find the answers to some of the stubborn questions about education, employment and civic engagement in our cities and towns.  It’s why we worked so hard for a new series of education reforms that will finally close the moral blemish that is the achievement gap.  

I remain hopeful for the future of this Commonwealth because whenever I enter a classroom or a playground or an after school program, I see boys and girls brimming with possibility, eager to uncover and seize whatever chance life gives them.  That is the foundation we need to build on, and I am glad to see you here today to help us down that path.  Thank you.    
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