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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas Alzheimer’s, the most common form of dementia, is a serious brain disease that currently has no cure; and 
W

hereas According to the Alzheimer’s Association, every69 seconds someone in America develops the disease. Currently, 120,000 people in Massachusetts have Alzheimer’s; and 
W

hereas The likelihood of developing the disease doubles about every five years after age 65 and after age 85, the risks reach nearly 50 percent; and 
Whereas 2011 is the year that the first of the baby boomers turn sixty-five, and
W

hereas People with this disease experience difficulties communicating, learning, thinking and reasoning, greatly impacting their work, social life and family life; and 
W

hereas Warning signs of Alzheimer’s include memory loss, difficulty performing familiar tasks, problems with language, disorientation to time and place, poor judgment, misplacing items, changes in mood, behavior and personality; and 
Whereas I have  requested the development of a Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders State Plan; and

Whereas  The Alzheimer’s Association of Massachusetts and New Hampshire and the Executive Office of Elder Affairs through the Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders State Plan Task Force have developed a road map for the way policy makers and providers could meet the challenges of the increasing numbers of people with Alzheimer’s, and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of Alzheimer’s among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim September 21, 2011, 
Alzheimer’s Action Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-first day of September, in the year two thousand and eleven and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

