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Good Afternoon.  
Thank you, Judge Dortch Okara.  And thank you to Judge Muse for your thoughtful remarks and your service on the Superior Court bench.
Welcome to our newest Chief Justice, Ralph Gants and the Associate Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, Chief Justice Rapoza and many of the Associate Justices of the Appeals Court, Chief Justices of the Trial Court, Trial Court Administrator Harry Spence and many current and retired Trial Court judges.  Welcome to my brothers and sisters at the bar, and to all of you who have come to honor Justice Hines and celebrate her historic appointment.    
I would like to extend special thanks to members of the Governor’s Council, the Judicial Nominating Commission and the Joint Bar Committee for the important roles you play in the judicial appointment process. 

Most importantly, congratulations and a very special welcome to Justice Hines’s family, especially her daughter, Dr. Nioke (“Nee-OH-kee”) Wright, and her siblings, nieces and nephew.  Thank you all for your lasting love and support of Justice Hines.  We like to claim her as ours, but we know that she really belongs to you, and that you share in the joys and accomplishments of her extraordinary career.
Today it is my great honor to administer the oath of office Geraldine S. Hines as the first black woman to serve as Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.  Many of you have heard me say this before, but I truly am in awe of Geraldine Hines.  She is an inspiration in every sense of that word – for all that she is today, for the path that brought her to this day, and for all she has accomplished along the way, with unmatched intelligence, grace and devotion.  

Justice Hines brings 43 years of professional excellence to her SJC Associate Justice position.  After a unique path from the Mississippi Delta and University of Wisconsin Law School, she began her exemplary 30-year legal career in Boston in 1971.  And what a great day it was for all of us when she decided to make Massachusetts her home and devote her legal career to the cause of justice in the Commonwealth.  
At both the Superior Court and Appeals Court, she has been beloved by her judicial colleagues and practitioners, known for being smart, prepared, fair, tough, decisive, warm, thoughtful and gentle – all at the same time.  The SJC and the people of the Commonwealth will be well served by her intelligence and compassion. 


With great joy, appreciation and confidence, it is now my high honor to administer the oath of office to Geraldine S. Hines as Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
OATH


I, Geraldine S. Hines, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance, to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution, thereof, so help me God.


I, Geraldine S. Hines, do solemnly swear and affirm that I will faithfully and impartially, discharge and perform, all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Geraldine S. Hines, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
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